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Tragedy Strikes: Golf Cart Accident
Claims Life, DUI Arrest Made

Port St. Lucie police investigate a fatal golf cart incident
involving a DUI arrest, highlighting rising accident

statistics.

Southwest Astor Creek Parkway and Southwest
Shinnecock Drive, Port St. Lucie, FL, USA - In a tragic
incident that underscores the hidden dangers of golf cart usage,
a man has lost his life in Port St. Lucie, Florida, after falling from
a moving cart. This unfortunate event took place Saturday
evening, around 5:20 p.m., at the intersection of Southwest
Astor Creek Parkway and Southwest Shinnecock Drive. Cynthia
Mackin, 62, was operating the golf cart when her husband,
Daniel Mackin, 59, was thrown off the back and struck his head
on the sidewalk, leading to his eventual death at HCA Florida
Lawnwood Hospital, as reported by WPTV.

This incident is a stark reminder of the growing number of golf-
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related accidents that have been reported across the United
States. As golf carts become more popular on residential streets
and in shared spaces, the risks associated with their use are
increasingly coming to light. Recent studies indicate that golf
carts are involved in over 18,000 injuries annually, with golf cart
accidents leading to significant hospitalizations and fatalities
each year. Research has shown that ejection from these vehicles
is one of the leading causes of severe outcomes, which include
death and significant disabilities, highlighting a need for more
safety measures like seatbelts, particularly for passengers
standing or sitting precariously.

Legal Consequences and Public Safety

Following the accident, police conducted a DUI investigation and
arrested Cynthia Mackin for driving under the influence. She was
brought to St. Lucie County Jail and later released on a $500
bond. Investigators are now collaborating with the State
Attorney’s Office to explore potential additional charges related
to the death of her husband. During the investigation, Justis
Morrison, 37, of Jupiter, allegedly interfered with police
instructions and was arrested for obstruction, also releasing on a
$500 bond. The serious consequences these incidents can bring
are profoundly felt in the community.

This tragic incident is not isolated. Between 2007 and 2017,
injury rates from golf cart accidents among seniors increased by
over 67%. Given that golf carts can go up to 25 mph, often
lacking essential safety features, incidents can result in severe
injuries. It’s a chilling statistic that about 15% of golf cart
accidents result in death or permanent disability, linked
primarily to ejection. In fact, studies have noted that riding on
sidewalks or road pathways increases the chance of fatalities
associated with these vehicles.

The Growing Need for Awareness

As golf carts are being increasingly integrated into daily life on



Florida’s streets and communities, public awareness about their
risks cannot be overstated. According to the findings reported
by Use the Law, the number of annual emergency room visits
due to golf cart-related accidents has swelled dramatically,
reaching estimates near 26,000. With children under the age of
16 constituting a significant percentage of those injured, the
need for responsible usage and parental supervision becomes
urgent.

Experts recommend several prevention strategies, including
installing seatbelts, ensuring proper vehicle maintenance, and
advocating for sensible riding practices. Knowing the legalities
surrounding golf cart operation is also crucial, as standard auto
insurance may not cover accidents involving these vehicles. As
golf carts continue to carve their niche in suburban life, safety
should always be a primary concern for both drivers and
passengers.
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