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Whistleblower Sues Florida DEP Over
Secretive Golf Course Plans!

Former DEP employee James Gaddis sues for retaliation
after leaking controversial plans for golf courses in Florida

state parks.

Jonathan Dickinson State Park, Florida, United States - A
whistleblower lawsuit has rocked the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP), spearheaded by former
employee James Gaddis. He claims he faced retaliation after
revealing plans to develop golf courses and hotels in Florida’s
precious state parks. According to WUSF, these plans led to
public outcry and protests, prompting the state to abandon the
controversial proposals.

In his lawsuit filed in Leon County, Gaddis alleges that he was
instructed to create „secret maps“ for developments in nine
state parks around August 1, 2024, and was subsequently
ordered to remain tight-lipped about the project. He describes it
as akin to “mapping out a future crime scene.” Feeling the
weight of ethical concerns, Gaddis took matters into his own
hands. He copied crucial documents onto a flash drive and
entrusted them to an intermediary, which ultimately drew media
attention from the Tampa Bay Times, catalyzing a storm of
bipartisan backlash against the DEP and the governor’s office.

A Controversial Initiative and Legislative
Repercussions

The plans in question coincided with Governor Ron DeSantis‘
administration pursuing the ambitious ‚Great Outdoors

https://www.wusf.org/politics-issues/2025-06-12/worker-leaked-plans-golf-courses-florida-state-parks-whistleblower-suit


Initiative,‘ which included renovations proposed at locations like
Jonathan Dickinson State Park. Following the media coverage,
Gaddis was summoned to a meeting where he admitted to
leaking the documents. Within days, he was placed on
administrative leave and was then fired on August 31, 2024. As
reported by Tampa Bay Times, Gaddis claims that this
termination illustrates a pattern of „disparate treatment and
retaliation“ against him from not just the DEP, but also from
senior figures like former DEP head Shawn Hamilton and HR
director Jake Vick.

Amidst the growing tensions, the Florida Legislature responded
by enacting the State Park Preservation Act. This law explicitly
prohibits any developments on protected park land, a measure
signed by Governor DeSantis himself on May 22. Gaddis views
the Act as a vindication of his efforts to advocate for
environmental preservation.

Public Support and Future Implications

In the wake of his termination, Gaddis initiated an online
fundraising campaign with an initial goal of $10,000 to cover
legal expenses but has now raised over $258,000 in
contributions from supporters. As CBS 12 outlines, his campaign
highlights the resonance of his stance among the community
and underscores the public’s keen interest in preserving
Florida’s natural treasures.

The whistleblower case continues to unfold, with Gaddis seeking
at least $100,000 in damages, arguing that his actions deserve
protection under state whistleblower laws. As this contentious
situation develops, it raises important questions about how
governmental transparency and ethical considerations are
navigated in the face of potential financial gains from state
resources. This saga not only speaks to the preservation of
Florida’s environment but also to the protections afforded to
whistleblowers willing to take a stand.
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