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NextEra Energy Workers Celebrate $45
Million Stock Revival!

Explore how NextEra Energy employees gained $45 million
in 2024 from company stock, reversing past retirement

plan losses.

Juno Beach, France - In a remarkable financial turnaround,
employees of NextEra Energy have reportedly recorded $45
million in gains from the sale of their company stock within their
retirement savings plan during 2024. This resurgence is
particularly noteworthy after two tumultuous years, where the
situation turned quite bleak with total losses approaching $65.5
million back in 2022. The gains were driven by a robust 21.5%
total return on NextEra’s stock over the year, showcasing the
company’s potential in a market that has seen its ups and
downs.

The prominence of NextEra Energy as the largest producer of
renewable energy from wind and solar power in the United



States adds even more context to these developments. With a
substantial concentration of investments in its own
stock—totaling around $5.4 billion—NextEra has developed
strategies that differ significantly from many companies that
have shifted towards diversifying their employees‘ retirement
portfolios. In today’s landscape, this high concentration can be a
double-edged sword: while it allows for significant potential
gains, it also brings steep risks in volatile markets. In fact, the
marked focus on company stock is becoming a rarity in
corporate America, as many firms aim to guard against potential
losses stemming from such concentrated investments.

A Closer Look at the Retirement Plan

This impressive gain asks for a closer examination of how
employee retirement plans function, especially those like
NextEra’s, which rely heavily on stock ownership. As highlighted
in the annual report filed with the U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) SEC reports, the „realized“ gains or losses
refer specifically to the actual profits or deficits employees
experience when selling their stock, rather than just fluctuations
in stock prices while it’s still held. Such transparency in
reporting serves to illuminate the stark contrast between 2022’s
losses and the uplifting gains of 2024.

Additionally, the importance of diversification cannot be
overstated, especially in the face of market volatility and
uncertainty. As noted by economic experts, spreading
investments across various industries and asset classes helps to
mitigate these risks. Employment Stock Ownership Plans
(ESOPs) like NextEra’s, although designed to enhance financial
security for employees, often lack inherent diversification.
According to ESOP Partners, diversification rules established
by the Tax Reform Act of 1986 enable qualified participants to
diversify a portion of their post-1986 ESOP stock balance. This
option becomes crucial, particularly as retirement approaches.

The Path Forward

https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/753308/000119312524163531/d747365d11k.htm
https://www.esoppartners.com/blog/esop-diversification-rules


Looking ahead, NextEra’s approach will be closely watched.
While the recent uplift gives employees a hearty boost and a
sense of financial relief, the fundamental risks of having a
retirement plan deeply tied to company stock remain. As the
landscape continues to evolve, employees might be encouraged
to advocate for diversification options, ensuring that their
retirement portfolios are not overly reliant on the performance
of NextEra’s stock.

In conclusion, this story of NextEra Energy employees illustrates
both the potential for substantial gains within concentrated
investments and the necessity for a strategic approach to
retirement planning. With the winds of financial change blowing
favorably for many this year, let’s hope for continued strong
performances and a prudent investment strategy that supports
sustainable growth.
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