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Lyons Road Controversy: 37 New Homes
Approved Amid Safety Warnings!

Discover the latest developments in Palm Beach County,
including traffic concerns and new residential projects

along Lyons Road.

Boynton Beach, Florida, USA - In a move that has stirred
significant discussion among local residents and officials, GL
Homes received approval to increase the Valencia Del Mar
development by adding 37 homes, raising its total to 518. As
traffic and safety concerns loom large, various stakeholders are
weighing the implications of such residential expansions along
Lyons Road.

County Commissioner Maria Sachs raised alarms over the
development during a recent meeting, citing the already hectic
traffic conditions along the road. “Adding more homes along
Lyons Road makes the roadway unsafe due to existing traffic
congestion,” she asserted. However, GL Homes defended their



position, arguing that delaying construction would incur
additional costs while insisting that widening the road falls under
county responsibilities.

Upcoming Infrastructure Changes

According to the Palm Beach Post, the widening of Lyons Road
from two to four lanes is set to begin in spring 2026, with an
estimated completion timeframe of at least one year. This
project is key to addressing the anticipated increase in traffic as
new residents move into the area. Nonetheless, while the first
phase of road widening won’t kick off until 2026, GL Homes is
already capitalizing on the opportunity to expand their housing
offerings.

Traffic consultant Bryan Kelly expressed confidence that the
addition of 37 homes would have an “insignificant impact on
traffic.” Yet, echoing concerns from residents and officials alike,
Sachs remains skeptical, emphasizing that the road is already
operating at over-capacity.

Broader Development Plans

The recent approval is just one piece of a larger strategy by GL
Homes, which is planning to build an impressive total of 1,140
homes in the Agricultural Reserve located between Delray
Beach and Boynton Beach. This initiative has sparked debate
among community members about the preservation of
agricultural land, which was historically intended for farming and
related activities.

The proposed site for this expansion lies about a mile south of
Boynton Beach Boulevard on Lyons Road, and it straddles both
unincorporated Delray Beach and Boynton Beach. GL Homes’
initial approval for 481 residential units has now been
significantly ramped up, nearly tripling the total number of
planned homes as they seek to launch the “Whitworth AGR-
PUD” development.



The development plan includes:
417.52 acres of land
1,140 residential units
682.50 acres designated as Preserve Area
455 acres designated as Development Area
9 Residential Pods and 2 Civic Pods
Associated water retention and landscape buffers

Access to these homes will come primarily from State Road 7
and Lyons Road, prompting concerns from both environmental
advocates and homeowners who feel that such developments
could erode the agricultural integrity of the reserve area.

Preserving Agricultural Land

The Agricultural Reserve, where this development is planned,
has been a focal point for preserving farmland. Agricultural
zoning aims to maintain the viability of agriculture as a key
economic activity while managing development. Activities
permitted within this zoning classification typically include
farming, livestock raising, and even agritourism—yet there are
concerns that encroaching residential projects may jeopardize
these agricultural functions.

GL Homes has been active in this space, having built nearly
5,000 homes along a 3-mile stretch of Lyons Road. They’ve
acquired more than 40 parcels outside Valencia Del Mar but
within the Agricultural Reserve, utilizing the Ag Reserve’s 60-40
rule, which requires that at least 60% of a site be preserved as
open space.

This practice of acquiring smaller parcels to comply with zoning
requirements has faced criticism. Some landowners feel
pressured to sell their development rights, with GL Homes
reportedly offering up to $300,000 per acre, raising further
questions about the long-term implications for Florida’s
agricultural landscape.



While the future of these developments seems assured, it
remains to be seen if the balance between residential expansion
and agricultural preservation can be effectively maintained in
the context of Florida’s growing urban landscape.

For further insights, you can read Palm Beach Post about the
Valencia Del Mar development, or check Boca News Now for
details on GL Homes’ broader plans in the Agricultural Reserve.
For more information on the challenges of agricultural zoning,
refer to Red Hawk Surveying.
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