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Palm Beach County Names Highway
After Trump Amid Controversy

Palm Beach County commissioners unanimously approved
renaming a section of Southern Boulevard to honor Trump,
amid mixed public reactions.
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Southern Boulevard, Palm Beach County, Florida, USA -
The recent decision by Palm Beach County to rename a four-
mile section of Southern Boulevard to “President Donald J.
Trump Boulevard” has sparked considerable conversation
among residents, local officials, and political commentators
alike. On July 8, 2025, county commissioners voted unanimously
in favor of the measure, which has been met with both support
and opposition within the community. As President Trump
himself expressed his gratitude over the name change, this
decision reflects significant political undertones in Florida’s
current landscape.

The stretch of road in question runs from Palm Beach



International Airport to Mar-a-Lago, Trump’s well-known
residence. This geographical significance adds another layer to
the renaming, marking a personal connection for the former
president. Following a bill signed by Governor Ron DeSantis last
month, the rebranding of Southern Boulevard is now set in
motion. According to Washington Examiner, Trump took to
Truth Social to thank the Palm Beach County commissioners,
Governor DeSantis, and local lawmakers for the honor.

Community Reaction and Controversy

However, not everyone is thrilled about the change. The
commissioners made their decision despite public opposition,
with residents voicing concerns over Trump’s past criminal
convictions and controversial statements. Some proposed
separating the renaming of Trump Boulevard from the
honorarium for three fallen deputies to ensure a more respectful
recognition of their sacrifices. These deputies, Ralph ,,Butch*
Waller, Cpl. Luis Paez, and Ignacio ,,Dan* Diaz, tragically lost
their lives in a traffic incident while serving the public—a point
highlighted in a resolution also designating another part of
Southern Boulevard as ,,PBSO Motorman Highway.*

In light of the mixed feelings within the community, it’s essential
to approach this news with an understanding of its broader
implications. As Palm Beach Post notes, while the decision
reflects a rightward political shift in Florida, many residents are
questioning the appropriateness of such an honor following
Trump’s legal troubles. Critics argue that there are more
suitable candidates for such an honorary road designation,
leading to a passionate dialogue about legacy, respect, and local
governance.

What Comes Next?

For now, the renaming requires final approval from both the city
of West Palm Beach and the town of Palm Beach before it can
take effect. If all goes smoothly, new signs proclaiming the
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change could be installed by September. The logistics of the
change are not without cost, as the price for each new sign will
be approximately $1,200, funded by the public purse according
to reports from AP News.

Interestingly enough, while Google Maps has already updated to
reflect the new name, Apple Maps still calls the road Southern
Boulevard. This digital discrepancy hints at the ongoing debate
and varying levels of acceptance among the public regarding
the tribute to Trump.

As Palm Beach County navigates this pivotal moment, the
conversation surrounding the renaming of Southern Boulevard
serves as a microcosm of the larger political and social dynamics
present in Florida today. Whether embraced or contested,
“President Donald J. Trump Boulevard” is set to become a known
stretch of road linking legacy, politics, and community into an
ongoing narrative.
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