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Palm Beach County Scraps DEI Policies
Amid Funding Fears

Palm Beach County leaders voted to suspend DEI language
in policies due to federal funding pressures, impacting

minority programs.

Palm Beach County, USA - In a significant turn of events, the
Palm Beach County Board of County Commissioners has voted
to remove diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) language from
its policies, a decision spurred by pressure from the Trump
Administration. As outlined by gotowncrier.com, this move is
projected to protect the county from a potential financial fallout
of $300 to $600 million in state and federal funding due to non-
compliance with a federal executive order.

The Board’s decision was not reached without controversy. A
supermajority of six county commissioners supported the
emergency ordinance, with District 7 Commissioner Bobby
Powell Jr. serving as the lone dissenting vote. Powell cited

https://gotowncrier.com/2025/06/county-commission-and-school-board-ditch-dei-for-now/


profound moral and ethical concerns regarding the elimination
of DEI initiatives, emphasizing the importance of equity in
business opportunities for minorities and women.

Funding and Compliance Pressures

District 2 Commissioner Gregg Weiss acknowledged the tough
nature of the vote. He highlighted that state and federal funding
plays a crucial role in supporting vulnerable residents. Vice
Mayor Sara Baxter expressed her agreement with the removal of
DEI language, underscoring a belief in merit-based evaluations
and echoing the sentiments of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. about
the need to judge individuals by their character.

The repercussions of this decision extend to the county’s Equal
Business Opportunity Ordinance, under which critical programs
aimed at fostering small business opportunities for minorities
and women face suspension. Support for the measure reflects a
commitment by leaders like Commissioner Marci Woodard, who
stands with Baxter in pursuing a more meritocratic system.

The impact of these decisions has rippled through the Palm
Beach County School Board, which followed suit by voting 6-1 to
suspend its DEI policies. This vote, too, is tied to the critical
concern of potentially jeopardizing about $300 million in federal
funding that is essential for the school district’s annual budget
of approximately $6 billion. The county’s Vice Chair, Marcia
Andrews, echoed the sentiment of prioritizing compliance to
ensure support for vulnerable students.

Reactions and Wider Context

The ongoing dialogue around DEI initiatives is not confined to
Palm Beach. Across the country, local officials in places like Lynn
and Springfield, Massachusetts, have pledged to continue their
DEI efforts despite the federal government’s directive to pull
back these programs. NPR reports that local leaders argue their
mandate stems from the needs of their communities, not federal

https://www.npr.org/2025/02/04/nx-s1-5276310/some-local-officials-vow-to-continue-dei-as-trump-removes-programs-at-federal-level


edicts. For instance, Faustina Cuevas, a DEI officer in Lynn,
makes clear that local governments must address community
demand for equity, even when faced with federal policy
changes.

Amid these contrasting responses, former Austin Mayor Steve
Adler notes that while local governments strive for inclusivity,
state legislation can create barriers to DEI implementation. Still,
voices from progressive cities indicate a determination to
maintain their DEI projects. As Palm Beach County navigates this
complex landscape, it remains to be seen how the community
will respond to these significant policy shifts and their
implications on local equity efforts.
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