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Residents Rally to Halt Controversial Gas
Station Project in Acreage

Palm Beach County faces community pushback against the
proposed West End Crossing commercial development,

sparking zoning debates.

Acreage, Florida, USA - The quiet community of Acreage,
Florida, is stirring with strong sentiments as residents rally
against a proposed commercial project that threatens their semi-
rural character. The West End Crossing project, which aims to
develop a 12-pump gas station, convenience store, car wash,
restaurant, and retail building on a 5.9-acre parcel, has been
met with fierce opposition from local stakeholders, including the
Acreage Landowners Association (ALA) and numerous residents.

County commissioners are expected to act on the proposal in
late August, but opposition has been mounting. As Palm Beach
Post reports, the parcel is currently designated for residential
use, and the plan to rezone it for commercial purposes has
raised flags among local planners. They argue that the project
conflicts with the Acreage Neighborhood Plan, which aims to
preserve the community’s distinct, quiet lifestyle.

Community Concerns

Residents of Acreage are voicing their concerns about the
potential impacts of the commercial development. Increased
traffic flow, longer emergency response times, and the risk of
groundwater contamination are at the forefront of protests. The
statistics speak volumes: Fire Rescue fears response times could
expand to nearly 12 minutes if the gas station is constructed.

https://www.palmbeachpost.com/story/news/local/2025/07/17/acreage-group-wants-to-block-commercial-project-off-northlake-blvd/85195488007/
https://www.palmbeachpost.com/story/news/local/2025/07/17/acreage-group-wants-to-block-commercial-project-off-northlake-blvd/85195488007/


This is a troubling prospect for a community that relies heavily
on local wells for drinking water, with over 90% of residents
depending on them.

The ALA has initiated a petition aiming to stop the project, citing
that the area already hosts 13 gas stations within a five-mile
radius. Many locals, including ALA president Bob Morgan, argue
that this overdevelopment threatens not only their
neighborhood’s identity but potentially sets a dangerous
precedent for other community plans in Palm Beach County.
“The community is not against development, but it is against
unsuitable development for our agricultural and equestrian
landscape,” Morgan stated, reflecting a widespread sentiment
among residents.

Developer’s Perspective

On the flip side of the argument, developers from Brock
Development Corporation argue that the project will provide
essential services that the Acreage community needs. During a
recent meeting at the Indian Trail Improvement District building,
project planner and landscape architect Donaldson Hearing
presented a concept intended to blend harmoniously into the
existing community structure. The development, spanning
around 16,000 square feet, and featuring a drive-through
restaurant, has been modified to include noise-mitigation
measures and enhanced landscaping in response to community
queries.

Local feedback has played a significant role in shaping the
development’s proposal, a point emphasized by the developers‘
commitment to revising their plans before the next county
commissioners‘ meeting. Yet, despite these adjustments, many
residents remain staunchly opposed to the project, insisting that
their community’s semi-rural essence must remain intact.

Impact of Zoning Laws



The clash over the West End Crossing highlights the critical role
of zoning laws in the development process. Understanding the
local zoning categories is vital for determining what type of
developments can be pursued and how they may impact
communities. As explained by Aaron Hall, zoning regulations
dictate permissible land uses, density, and development
standards, which can greatly affect a neighborhood’s character
and functionality.

In addressing concerns related to the West End Crossing,
community members and officials face the complex challenge of
navigating zoning constraints while still fostering development
that aligns with the community’s needs. Engaging early with
stakeholders often leads to more amicable solutions, yet the
growing pressures from potential commercial interests continue
to complicate these conversations.

The future of the Acreage might hinge on this development
decision. With passionate residents on one side and ambivalent
developers on the other, this ongoing saga will undoubtedly
shape the character of Acreage for generations to come. It’s a
delicate balancing act that will require listening, compromise,
and a strong commitment to preserving what makes this
community special.
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