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AlA Seawalls Rise: Florida&#039;s Bold
Defense Against Storm Damage!

Volusia County updates on seawall construction along A1A,
enhancing coastal resilience against storm damage and
erosion.

A1lA and Clubhouse Drive, Flagler Beach, Florida, USA - As
the sun sets along Florida’s picturesque coastlines, projects
aimed at enhancing coastal resilience are taking shape. The
Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) is making
significant strides with the construction of seawalls to protect
the vital A1A corridor, particularly in Flagler Beach and Ormond-
by-the-Sea. Repeated damage from hurricanes has necessitated
these efforts, and the projects are a beacon of hope for local
residents and businesses alike.

FDOT’s initiative features 1.3-mile seawalls located at key points
along A1A. One wall stretches from South Central Avenue in
Flagler Beach northward to just beyond Highbridge Road in



Volusia County, while another runs along Briggs Drive in Ormond-
by-the-Sea from Sunrise Avenue to Marlin Drive. These seawalls
are part of the comprehensive State Road A1A Resiliency Plan,
designed to protect vulnerable areas from erosion and storm
damage. A media tour on June 5 showcased the ongoing
construction efforts, demonstrating progress towards resilience
in the face of climate challenges. News-Journal reports that the
construction is not just about building walls; it reflects a broader
commitment to sustainable community support.

Building for the Future

The construction process has been substantial, involving the
transportation of 123,242 tons of sand and the installation of 3.4
million linear feet of fiberglass reinforcement bars. Additionally,
142,469 individual plants have been introduced for dune
restoration, with an overall project cost projected at a
staggering $117 million. Meanwhile, the Flagler Beach seawall
has been completed, though dune restoration is still required
due to a nesting sea turtle. The Ormond-by-the-Sea wall is
approximately 85% complete, with nearly half of the capstones
installed, providing both protection and aesthetic enhancement
to the beaches.

FDOT officials, including engineer Chris Barone, emphasize that
these seawalls are designed to offer the best protection for the
A1A corridor. Previous hurricanes, such as Hurricane Matthew in
2016 and Tropical Storm Nicole in 2022, wreaked havoc on this
vital route, demonstrating the urgency of these protective
measures. The walls are engineered to last around 50 years and
will be monitored for erosion, although there is currently no
specific evaluation of how they would fare against hurricanes
stronger than Category 3. However, FDOT District Maintenance
Engineer Ron Meade expressed confidence in their protective
capabilities.

Community Support and Coastal Resilience


https://www.news-journalonline.com/story/news/environment/2025/06/07/a1a-work-continues-in-flagler-beach-ormond-by-the-sea/84035851007/

As these projects progress, local business leaders and residents
are voicing support. The owner of the Golden Lion Cafe noted
that the seawalls are crucial for protecting not just homes but
the entire locality’s economic interests. The sentiment is echoed
throughout Flagler Beach, as residents and visitors alike
appreciate the enhancements these seawalls are bringing to the
area. The projects are an essential piece of FDOT’s wider coastal
resiliency initiatives, which aim to safeguard the iconic A1A
corridor from future threats.

On a broader scale, Florida’s coastal resilience efforts are
supported by the Florida Resilient Coastlines Program, which
facilitates collaboration among various communities facing
challenges related to flooding and erosion. This program,
managed by the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP),
aims to bolster coastal defenses, emphasizing the importance of
natural infrastructure like mangroves and coral reefs. Such
initiatives ensure that communities can adapt and thrive amidst
the changing climate while minimizing environmental impact.
For those interested in more technical details, the Florida
Adaptation Planning Guidebook is available, providing guidelines
for vulnerability assessments and adaptation strategies. Florida
DEP highlights the significance of coordinated planning and
funding to tackle these pressing issues.

As construction continues, the residents and businesses of
Flagler Beach and Ormond-by-the-Sea look toward a more
resilient future. With supportive community sentiment and
dedicated efforts from FDOT and state agencies, it’s clear that
there’s something to be said for proactive measures in the face
of nature’s unpredictability.
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