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Tragic Pool Drowning Claims Life of
Deltona Girl with Epilepsy

A 7-year-old girl with epilepsy drowned in a Deltona pool
on June 16, 2025. Family and CPR attempts failed to save

her.

Harding Circle, Deltona, Florida, USA - A tragic incident
unfolded in Deltona, Florida, as a 7-year-old girl with epilepsy
drowned in a pool on Harding Circle on Saturday night. The
event took place around 9:30 p.m., a time when families often
gather for evening activities. The girl’s adoptive mother reported
that she had instructed her daughter to exit the pool as signs
indicating a potential seizure began to emerge. Just as her lips
were about to turn blue, the mother told her to sit on the
outdoor couch while she briefly attended to another child inside
the home.

It was only minutes later that the child’s whereabouts raised
alarm. When family members rushed outside, they found the girl



submerged in the deep end of the pool. Immediate action was
taken as they pulled her out and began performing CPR until law
enforcement arrived. Sadly, despite their efforts, the girl was
pronounced dead at Advent Health Orange City. This
heartbreaking incident adds to the growing concerns regarding
childhood drownings, particularly in Florida, which is no stranger
to such tragedies.

Understanding Childhood Drowning Risks

Drowning is an alarming cause of death among children, and the
statistics paint a dire picture. According to the Children’s
Safety Network, around 945 children die from drowning each
year in the United States, making up one out of four drowning
fatalities. What might be surprising is that nearly half of these
victims are infants and toddlers, with children aged 1-4 being
particularly susceptible, primarily drowning in home swimming
pools. Especially in a state where pools abound, these figures
are a call to action for increased vigilance and preventive
measures.

As reported by the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, over 4,000 unintentional drowning deaths occur
annually in the U.S. Drowning death rates are not uniform; they
vary from state to state and present a pressing public health
issue. The annual age-adjusted drowning death rate from
2018-2021 was 1.31 deaths per 100,000 people, while Florida,
with its countless aquatics, prominently features in the statistics.

Prevention and Awareness

Prevention is vital, especially given how quickly and quietly
drowning can occur. The Children’s Safety Network
emphasizes that formal swimming lessons can reduce drowning
risk in children aged 1 to 4 by an impressive 88%. Moreover,
implementing four-sided isolation fences around swimming
pools can decrease drowning risk by 83% compared to three-
sided fences. Parents are encouraged to maintain vigilant
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supervision of children and consider designating an adult Water
Watcher while children are near water.

This recent tragedy serves as a poignant reminder of the need
for heightened awareness and precaution. Every parent and
caretaker must prioritize safety measures around pools, which
often serve as both fun and potential spaces of danger. In
Florida, where sun-soaked days frequently lead to poolside
gatherings, it’s essential to remember that among enjoyment
lies a responsibility to keep children safe.
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