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Deltona Leaders Eye Moratorium as
Flooding Concerns Surge Amid Growth

Deltona considers a development moratorium due to
flooding concerns, as Volusia County addresses rapid

growth and infrastructure issues.

Deltona, Florida, USA - In Deltona, leaders are grappling with
a significant dilemma: should they impose a moratorium on new
residential development? This question arises from a palpable
sense of urgency among residents and officials alike as the city
experiences a rapid surge in growth and faces pressing
infrastructure concerns. Over the past decade, Deltona, the
largest city in Volusia County, has exploded in size—witnessing
a remarkable 16% increase in its population. But with growth
comes challenges, particularly when it comes to managing
flooding and emergency services in the wake of recent
hurricanes and storms. As printed by Click Orlando, city staff
are currently drafting a proposed ordinance to possibly halt new
developments and update relevant regulations and impact fees.

https://www.clickorlando.com/news/local/2025/06/11/in-a-crisis-deltona-leaders-consider-moratorium-on-new-residential-development/


Commissioner Dori Howington, who is spearheading the
proposal, has put forth an initial moratorium duration of nine
months. This pause aims to allow the city to evaluate how best
to expand its infrastructure to support the ever-growing
population, which will require a staggering $50 million just to
develop fire stations and services adequately. Past attempts to
assess impact fees were sidelined; a study initiated in 2021 was
never voted on by the commission, illustrating the current void
in actionable planning. In a 5-0 vote, commissioners showed
consensus to advance this moratorium, with only two members
missing from the discussion.

The Broader Context of Flooding Concerns

The topic of flooding management is not isolated to Deltona.
Countywide, the Volusia County Council recently debated similar
issues involved with development and flooding in a special
session that lasted five hours. As reported by CF Public, council
members voted to adopt new ordinances promoting low-impact
development (LID) standards. These standards are designed to
preserve natural landscapes and enhance stormwater
management, although they may not be enough for some
advocates who prefer stricter measures. The council’s decision
came as a disappointment to residents frustrated with persistent
flooding that threatens homes and safety. Many are quick to
blame uncontrolled development for these exacerbated flooding
issues, especially after record rainfall events.

Interestingly, while some neighborhoods have taken matters
into their own hands with local moratoriums on development, a
proposed countywide moratorium was not successful.
Community input at these meetings suggests strong divisions
among residents, with some arguing against any growth
restrictions, fearing they could hinder business potential. Still,
the need for effective stormwater solutions remains palpable.

Community Response and Divergent Views

https://www.cfpublic.org/housing-homelessness/2025-02-13/volusia-votes-incentivize-developers-curb-flooding


The tension surrounding these development debates was
palpable during a lengthy meeting where Volusia County Council
rejected a proposed moratorium spearheaded by County Chair
Jeff Brower. The session saw a myriad of voices—Ninety-two
speakers signed up to express their opinions, with some
passionately supporting a moratorium to manage flooding risks,
while others emphasized the inevitability of growth and the
potential economic downturn that halting development could
bring. Amid the discourse, a teenager named Bella Schwartz
made headlines by collecting over 2,000 signatures for an online
petition supporting the moratorium. She speaks for many who
are worried about the consequences of overdevelopment.

Councilman Troy Kent opposed the moratorium but introduced
alternative solutions, such as rigorously protecting wetlands and
ensuring that drainage systems function properly. These
proposals will be considered further in coming meetings.
Stakeholders, both for and against, are looking to establish a
more collaborative approach to tackle flooding risks prior to any
new development projects advancing in the coming months.

As Deltona prepares for special meetings on June 23 and June
30, questions remain: Can the city strike the right balance
between growth and protective measures? Will the proactive
stance on moratoriums yield better long-term outcomes for the
residents? With so much at stake, it’s clear that the discussions
around development and flooding are only just beginning—this
is a story that will continue to unfold.
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