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Local Heroes Unite: Edgewater
Couple&#039;s Roof Saved Before

Hurricane Season!
A Volusia County couple receives community support for
urgent roof repairs ahead of hurricane season, inspiring

resilience and kindness.

Edgewater, Florida, USA - In Edgewater, Florida, a remarkable
act of community spirit unfolded recently as Sam Scribner and
Katarina Mandiola received much-needed assistance just in time
for hurricane season. This local couple faced an overwhelming
challenge when they discovered a significant leak in their roof,
with repair costs pegged at a staggering $30,000. Sam, a well-
known photographer in Volusia County, has been paralyzed
since a tragic accident in 2016, making the stakes even higher
for them as hurricane season approaches. Fortunately, their
story took a heartwarming turn thanks to the kindness of friends
and local businesses.

Feeling the weight of the impending season, a friend launched a
GoFundMe page to help cover the costly repairs. To their
surprise, the response was overwhelmingly positive, drawing in
donations from people who wanted to support the couple’s
plight. But the community didn’t stop there. M&I General
Contracting stepped up, offering their services to repair the roof
free of charge after seeing the crowdfunding efforts. Moreover,
Flo Gutters graciously donated gutters for the project, adding to
the support.

The Ripple Effect of Kindness



Sam and Katarina’s experience embodies the heartwarming
potential of community involvement. The couple has expressed
their hope that sharing their story will inspire others to take
action, emphasizing the power of connectivity when facing
challenges. Sam remarked, “We hope our story encourages
others to do good,” showcasing their desire to give back as
much as they have received. Thanks to the generous donations
and local support, the couple plans to use any remaining funds
to make their home fully accessible for Sam.

In our current world, where challenges can seem
insurmountable, the Scribner-Mandiola story beautifully
highlights how community action can foster resilience and
change lives. The principles demonstrated by this couple
resonate with broader community-based hurricane response
plans, which are crucial for effective disaster preparedness and
recovery as outlined by Help Now Project. Such plans emphasize
the importance of organizing local residents, businesses, and
organizations to minimize the impact of hurricanes by pooling
resources and knowledge.

Building Resilience Together

Community-based hurricane response plans not only enhance
preparedness but also streamline communication, ensuring
everyone is well-informed during emergencies. For example,
organizing community meetings and workshops is one method
of fostering preparedness, educating residents about hurricane
risks and response strategies. Furthermore, creating a
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) can lead to a
more coordinated and effective response during crises.

Our recent experiences with Sam and Katarina serve as a model
for how local initiatives can inspire and mobilize communities.
Just as Dan’s music project expanded through community
support and transparent communication on GoFundMe, the
Edgewater community’s response to the Scribner-Mandiola
situation illustrates the profound impact of collective effort.



Dan’s approach, focused on building relationships and trust,
underscores a vital lesson for all fundraising endeavors:
connection matters.

As we look towards the future and face seasonal challenges, it’s
clear that sharing resources, strategies, and support systems is
essential. Community resilience isn’t just an option; it’s a
necessity. Each act of kindness, whether big or small,
contributes to a stronger, more united community. As Sam and
Katarina embark on their journey toward recovery and
accessibility, let us take a page out of their book and strive to
build a culture of support and care, one act of kindness at a
time.

For more on their unfolding story and to follow their journey, you
can check out their updates on Instagram, where they share
their progress and the ongoing impact of community support.
And remember, there’s always a way to give back, whether
through volunteering, donations, or simply spreading the word
about local needs.
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