
03. Juli 2025

Tragic Train Collision Kills Two Brothers
in Pierson, Florida

Two brothers tragically died in Pierson, Florida, after their
vehicle was struck by a train while crossing active signals.

Pierson, Florida, USA - In a tragic incident that has left the
small community of Pierson reeling, two brothers were struck
and killed by a northbound train on Wednesday night. The event
unfolded around 9:14 p.m., resulting in the immediate loss of
32-year-old Oscar Cardenas, the driver, and his 20-year-old
brother Jehu Cardenas, a passenger, both residents of Pierson.
Eyewitnesses reported that the brothers were traversing east
along W. Washington Avenue, attempting to cross the railroad
despite active warnings including functioning arm bars and
lights. Unfortunately, their vehicle was hit by the train, and both
men were pronounced dead at the scene, with the sheriff’s
office not sharing further details at this time, as noted by Click
Orlando.

https://www.clickorlando.com/news/local/2025/07/03/2-brothers-struck-killed-by-train-in-pierson-sheriffs-office-says/
https://www.clickorlando.com/news/local/2025/07/03/2-brothers-struck-killed-by-train-in-pierson-sheriffs-office-says/


This sorrowful event adds to the ongoing discussions about rail
safety across the nation and beyond. While tragic accidents like
this are hard to understand, there’s hope in the statistics that
shed light on the issue. An interesting report by Trains.com
indicates a mixed picture in railway-related safety. In Canada,
rail accidents saw a decrease in 2023, with a total of 1,235
occurrences reported—a drop of 11% from the previous year.
Among these occurrences, 914 were classified as accidents,
representing a 9% decrease. However, the report notes that 67
fatalities were recorded, slightly above last year’s figures.

Understanding the Broader Context

In Canada, the increase in trespassing fatalities, which
numbered 53, raises concerns about safety protocols near
railways. This figure was above the 10-year average of 41,
indicating a worrying trend. Grade-crossing fatalities, on the
other hand, dipped slightly from 14 in 2022 to 13 in 2023, which
is still a reason for vigilance given the average of 20 in the last
decade.

As rail traffic continues to rise with a notable 4% increase in
main-track activity, caution should be at the forefront of railway
safety. The Transportation Safety Board’s findings suggest a
narrative of both progress and a need for enhanced safety
measures. In the U.S., similar concerns about rail crossings and
related fatalities continue to be a pressing issue—a sentiment
echoed by the loss of the Cardenas brothers.

These contrasting trends in safety statistics should encourage
communities like Pierson to revisit safety protocols at railway
crossings and increase awareness among residents. The heart-
wrenching loss of Oscar and Jehu Cardenas serves as a grim
reminder of the importance of adhering to safety measures. As
discussions about rail safety gain momentum, one can only hope
for improvements that could potentially prevent future
tragedies.

https://www.trains.com/trn/news-reviews/news-wire/tsb-statistics-show-rail-accidents-in-canada-declined-in-2023/
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