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Prioritize Quality Over Quantity:
Volusia&#039;s Growth Concerns

Unveiled
Explore the challenges facing Volusia County as residents
call for prioritizing quality over quantity in development

amidst growing concerns over environmental impact and
housing shortages.

Daytona Beach, Volusia County, Florida, USA - In recent
discussions about development in Volusia County, concerns
have been raised about the current trajectory of planning and
growth. A letter to the editor in Beacon Online captures the
frustrations of residents regarding the approach taken by the
county council and the planning department. The author
expresses increasing dissatisfaction with what feels like a
favoritism toward real estate developers, at the expense of the
environment and community wellbeing. Chronic flooding and
unregulated growth are becoming pressing issues, as new
developments lead to the destruction of local woodlands and a



lack of thoughtful landscaping and water retention practices.

The criticism doesn’t just stop at aesthetics. The letter highlights
a trend where low-quality apartments sprout in areas like
Daytona Beach and New Smyrna Beach, raising alarms among
residents who prioritize responsible growth policies. With a nod
to the rising housing shortage, the author insists that quality
should take precedence over quantity, suggesting, quite
assertively, that a moratorium on new development might be
the necessary course of action to mitigate the ongoing issues of
high insurance rates and traffic congestion.

What’s Behind These Concerns?

The frustrations expressed locally are not unique to Volusia
County. As noted by Urban Land Institute, cities across the U.S.
are grappling with high home prices, housing segregation, and
the looming threat of climate change. Many communities are
yearning for improvements that bring access to trails, fresh
food, and quality open spaces. However, outdated zoning
policies often act as roadblocks on the path to innovation.

In fact, Urban Land Institute reveals that up to 85% of residents
consider proximity to parks and recreation vital in their living
decisions. Yet, existing zoning laws hinder resilience and
sustainable development, calling for urgent updates that gather
community input and respect local priorities. Such reforms could
significantly address the aforementioned challenges by
permitting diverse housing options and lowering development
costs, all while promoting transit-oriented living.

Zoning Policies and Environmental
Concerns

Understanding the implications of zoning on housing
affordability draws attention to some of the more systemic
problems at play. The National Association of Housing and



Redevelopment Officials points out that restrictive zoning laws
historically inflate property prices while simultaneously
squeezing the supply of affordable housing. Current zoning
practices perpetuate not just economic inequality, but also racial
segregation, emphasizing the pressing need for reform.

It’s surprising but insightful to note that, as of 2021, home prices
surged by nearly 20%, with similar spikes in rent, leaving many
families in a pinch. A staggering 70% of residential areas in
major cities impose restrictions that contribute to the ongoing
housing affordability crisis. By allowing for adjustments such as
eliminating single-family zoning and increasing density near
transit, appropriate zoning reforms could lead to a more
equitable distribution of resources, positively reshaping
communities.

Looking Toward the Future

The challenges we face in Volusia and beyond are multifaceted,
intertwining planning policies with environmental and social well-
being. As communities look for sensible solutions, it’s clear that
both local and state level leadership play crucial roles in
facilitating this conversation. Promoting a more inclusive
approach in zoning could open doors to diverse housing,
improve environmental resilience, and promote community
health.

In summary, as we strive for responsible growth, let’s
remember: quality should indeed take precedence over
quantity. Holding local officials accountable and calling for
intelligent zoning reform is part of the way forward. Let’s
advocate for planning that values both the land we love and the
future we aspire to cultivate.
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