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Shark Attack in New Smyrna Beach:
Local Surfer Recovering After Bite

A surfer from Winter Park was injured in a shark attack at
New Smyrna Beach, marking Florida&#039;s second such

incident in 2025.

New Smyrna Beach, Florida, USA - On a sunny Sunday
afternoon in New Smyrna Beach, a popular surf spot in Florida, a
40-year-old man from Winter Park found himself in an
unfortunate encounter with a shark. This incident occurred
around 3 p.m. local time, leaving Matt Bender with a nasty bite
on his right forearm. Fortunately, his injuries are classified as
non-life-threatening, and he is currently recovering in the
hospital following surgery. Friends have reassured the public
that he did not lose a limb and is on the mend, a small relief
considering the gravity of shark attacks.

This marks the second reported shark-related encounter in
Florida for the year 2025. The first occurred on June 11 in Boca



Grande, where a 9-year-old girl suffered grave injuries to her
right hand, nearly losing it entirely due to a bull shark. The
International Shark Attack File (ISAF) highlights that last year
alone saw 47 unprovoked shark attacks in the U.S., resulting in
four fatalities, one of which occurred here in Florida, reinforcing
the idea that while these incidents are relatively rare, they can
have alarming consequences.

The Shark Attack Landscape in Florida

Florida remains a hotspot for shark interactions, especially in
Volusia County, which hosts the highest number of recorded
attacks worldwide. According to Florida Museum, the increase
in reported incidents since 1987 can be linked to improved
tracking and documentation efforts initiated by ISAF when it
moved to the Florida Museum of Natural History. This move led
to better communication with local emergency responders,
improving the accuracy of reported minor attacks. In murky
waters, where the majority of aquatic recreators, especially
surfers, frequent, small juvenile sharks, likely mistake humans
for prey, leading to bites that are mostly non-severe and often
involve species such as blacktips.

It’s evident that the allure of Florida’s waters raises the odds of
shark-human interactions. While many beachgoers remain
unfazed, there’s something to be said for knowing these
statistics. In New Smyrna Beach specifically, most bites tend to
be minor, reminding one that these incidents usually involve
creatures smaller than the individuals they bite. The aquatic
playground’s murkiness can create an illusion of safety while
masking lurking dangers.

Shark Species and Conservation Efforts

The ongoing research into local shark populations, including
tagging programs aimed at understanding movements, adds a
layer of proactive safety for beachgoers. As Shark Sider notes,
the trends indicate that various species frequent these waters,

https://www.floridamuseum.ufl.edu/shark-attacks/trends/frequency-rates/usa/
https://www.sharksider.com/shark-attacks-in-usa/shark-attacks-in-florida/


and it’s crucial to discern which may pose a threat. For instance,
the types of sharks involved in recent Florida attacks include bull
sharks and blacktips, which are not known for aggressive
behavior but can still deliver painful bites during brief
encounters.

So as residents and tourists continue to flock to these sun-kissed
shores, beach safety measures and education about local
marine life will be more vital than ever. Local communities are
urged to stay informed about shark activity and heed warnings
from lifeguards to enjoy the ocean safely and responsibly.

As summer unfolds, the beaches of Florida will remain vibrant
with activity. While the thrill of the surf beckons, awareness of
the local marine environment, especially concerning shark
encounters, is a harbinger of safety. With each radiant day spent
by the water, let’s cherish the ocean’s wonders while respecting
its complexities. After all, it’s a shared home, and understanding
its residents can lead to safer and more enjoyable experiences
for all.
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