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Undercover Sting in Volusia County
Shuts Down 14 Online Predators

Fourteen men were arrested in Volusia County during an
undercover operation targeting online predators

attempting to meet minors.

Volusia County, Florida, USA - Over the course of a
meticulous three-day undercover operation aimed at tackling
Internet predators, fourteen men were arrested in Volusia
County, Florida. This operation, dubbed „Operation Travel to
Gavel,“ captured individuals who believed they were meeting
minors, aged between 13 to 15, for sexual encounters. In reality,
they were engaging with undercover detectives posing as
vulnerable youths. The sheriff’s office even shared footage of
the arrests, a stark reminder of the dangers lurking online.

Among those apprehended was Julio Cesar Real Chavarria, a
33-year-old Nicaraguan national from South Daytona who had
an ICE detainer placed against him. Others included 29-year-old



Mathieu Merveil Kouatonou from Orlando, Niegel George
Johnson, 28, from Daytona Beach, and Moshe Josue Delgado
Juarez, who at 25, faced additional charges for aggravated
battery after hitting a deputy with his vehicle. This diverse group
represented a troubling snapshot of the people engaging in
harmful behaviors online.

The Broader Context of Online Dangers

The operation, which brought together over 50 law enforcement
agents, was part of an FBI-led initiative to combat online child
exploitation. „The dangers that online predators pose are
alarming,“ remarked U.S. Attorney Steven D. Weinhoeft. He
highlighted how social media and messaging apps have become
common tools for these individuals to reach out to children. As
part of the operation, undercover officers discovered that some
of the arrested men had not only engaged in sexually explicit
conversations but also traveled across state lines for such illicit
purposes. They arrived at designated meeting spots carrying
various items, some even included alcohol, sex toys, and indeed
a dog leash with the name of the undercover profile.

As challenging as these situations are, it’s crucial to recognize
that no actual minors were harmed during the undercover
efforts. The operation follows a nationwide push under Project
Safe Childhood, which seeks to address and eliminate child
sexual exploitation and abuse across the U.S.

What’s more, the Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force
(ICAC) has been making strides in combating such offenses
since its establishment in 1998. This program assists state and
local law enforcement agencies by investigating technology-
enabled crimes against children. In just the last fiscal year, it
managed to conduct approximately 184,700 investigations,
leading to over 10,800 arrests. The task force not only performs
active investigations but also equips law enforcement agencies
with vital training to handle the complexities arising from this
area of crime. The funding allocated to this program has seen a



significant increase, totaling $40.8 million in FY 2023, further
emphasizing the urgent need for robust measures against child
exploitation.

The Aftermath of the Operation

The fourteen men arrested face serious federal charges, and
their legal battles are just beginning. Charges include attempted
enticement of a minor and interstate travel to engage in illicit
sexual conduct, with the potential for sentences ranging from 10
years to life in prison, plus hefty fines. Each defendant is
expected to be held without bond or under strict conditions until
trial. These developments are critical in sending a message that
engaging in such unsettling behavior will not be tolerated.

As we reflect on the events of „Operation Travel to Gavel,“ it’s
evident that communal vigilance is essential in safeguarding our
children. With ongoing training and collaboration among law
enforcement agencies, including programs offered by various
institutions like the National Center for Missing & Exploited
Children, we can better equip ourselves to combat these grim
realities. Certainly, there’s something to be said for proactive
intervention in these times of increasing online dangers.

For more details on the operation and its implications, see Click
Orlando, and the official announcement from the Justice
Department. For a broader understanding of ongoing efforts
against child exploitation, visit the ICAC Task Force Program.
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