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Florida Lawmakers Secure Home
Address Protections Amid Safety
Concerns

Florida lawmakers passed a bill to shield elected
officials&#039; personal addresses from public records,
awaiting the Governor&#039;s signature.
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Florida, USA - OnJune 17, 2025, Florida lawmakers passed a
bill, SB 268, aimed at shielding the home addresses and phone
numbers of elected officials, including the governor, lieutenant
governor, and various local leaders, from public records
requests. The legislation, which passed with overwhelming
support in both the House (113-2) and Senate (34-2), is now

awaiting the signature of Governor Ron DeSantis to become law.

This move has stirred up both support and concern from various
quarters.

The bill was primarily motivated by increasing threats and



harassment directed at lawmakers. House bill sponsor Susan
Valdes emphasized the necessity of providing a protective shield
for public servants and their families. Likewise, Rep. Michele
Rayner pointed out the pressing need for safety in the wake of
recent violent incidents targeting politicians. National attention
turned to this issue after the tragic murder of former Minnesota
Democratic House Speaker Melissa Hortman and the shooting of
Democratic Senator John Hoffman. Such escalating violence
underlines why many feel there’s something to be said for
prioritizing lawmakers* personal safety in a tumultuous political
environment, especially since the suspected gunman in the
Minnesota case was apprehended only after a manhunt.

A New Layer of Protection

This new exemption extends the existing protections already
afforded to law enforcement and judges, formally recognizing a
»public necessity* for such measures. While cities and ZIP codes
of public officials remain transparent, the actual addresses will
be kept confidential. Critics of the bill, however, raise valid
concerns regarding its impact on Florida’s Sunshine Law. The
First Amendment Foundation voiced opposition, stating that
shielding such information reduces transparency and
complicates the verification process of lawmakers‘ residency in
their respective districts, raising eyebrows on whether
democracy is better served in the dark.

Meanwhile, supporters argue that the necessity for privacy far
outweighs these concerns, particularly given the dangers posed
by so-called ,,swatting* incidents, in which hoax dispatchers
trigger massive police responses to non-existent threats. A
notorious case involving U.S. Senator Rick Scott back in 2023
serves as a stark reminder of the real-life consequences such
vulnerabilities can unleash.

Wider Context of Public Records
Exemptions



Amidst this backdrop of heightened security concerns, it’s worth
noting that the current legislative session has seen a
considerable push for more public records exemptions.
Lawmakers have previously filed over 30 new exemption
proposals, covering a range of topics from police records to pet
adoption information. A recent lawsuit by the Washington Post
has even raised challenges regarding the constitutionality of a
law shielding Governor DeSantis* travel records, adding another
layer of complexity to Florida’s public records landscape.

In the midst of all this, other notable bills have made their way
through the legislative channels. For example, SB 7004 aims to
continue confidentiality protections for housing assistance
program participants, while SB 1652 suggests limiting access to
sensitive court documents in noncriminal cases. Further
proposals include SB 660/HB 273, which seeks to shield the
identities of individuals who adopt or foster pets from
government shelters, showcasing the state’s ongoing tug-of-war
between privacy concerns and the value of transparency.

As the pen awaits Governor DeSantis‘ signature, Floridians are
left pondering the implications of this evolving landscape of
public records exemptions. Will this legislation provide the
necessary protections for public officials, or does it open the
door to greater opacity in our government? Only time will tell.

To learn more about the debate over public records exemptions,
visit WUSF, Florida Politics, and Tallahassee.com.
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