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Florida&#039;s &#039;Alligator
Alcatraz&#039;: Migrant Detention

Center Sparks Outrage
Florida begins construction on &quot;Alligator

Alcatraz,&quot; a migrant detention center in the
Everglades, amid environmental and ethical concerns.

Everglades, Florida, USA - Florida is making waves with its
ambitious project dubbed „Alligator Alcatraz,“ a new detention
facility for migrants. Located on an underused airstrip in the
expansive Everglades, this facility has been crafted to house
roughly 1,000 detainees who are awaiting deportation.
According to Stern, construction kicked off this week and is
slated to be completed within a swift 30 to 60 days, positioning
the facility to be operational by early July.

This site, known for its treacherous wildlife, including alligators
and pythons, is being developed in alignment with Attorney

https://www.stern.de/panorama/weltgeschehen/-alligator-alcatraz----florida-baut-trump-migranten-gefaengnis-35843890.html


General James Uthmeier’s goal to enforce President Trump’s
stringent immigration policy. While Uthmeier describes the
facility as low-cost and potentially efficient due to its natural
security from the surrounding wilderness, critics argue it raises
significant ethical and environmental concerns.

The Political Landscape

Uthmeier aims to support the administration’s tough stance,
emphasizing the need to detain what he calls „criminal
foreigners.“ This aligns with broader efforts to facilitate mass
deportations identified by others, including Homeland Security
Secretary Kristi Noem. As noted by CBS News, this initiative is
part of a larger strategy to enhance the state’s capacity to hold
undocumented immigrants with criminal records. The Florida
government is also expected to seek financial reimbursement
from the federal government, covering an operational budget
that is estimated to hit around $450 million annually.

Underpinning these developments is FEMA, which has activated
its Shelter and Services Program to provide funding. The scheme
aims to alleviate the pressure on cities grappling with the
challenges of immigration. However, critics like those from the
Florida Immigrant Coalition are sounding alarms about the
inhumanity of detainment conditions and the rushed timetable
for opening the facility.

Environmental Concerns

Environmental advocates are raising flags about the potential
damage to the Everglades’ delicate ecosystem. The CNN report
underlines how groups like Friends of the Everglades have
formally protested the construction. These advocates warn that
the facility threatens the habitat of over 2,000 plant and animal
species in the subtropical wetlands. They point to the historical
context, noting that a previous attempt to develop this land in
1969 was abandoned due to environmental concerns.

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/alligator-alcatraz-florida-immigration-detention-centers-dhs-secretary-noem/
https://www.cnn.com/2025/06/24/us/alligator-alcatraz-florida-everglades-migrant-detention-hnk


As Florida progresses with its construction plans, it remains to
be seen how the interaction of politics, immigration
enforcement, and environmental stewardship will unfold. The
alligator-infested swamps may be a natural deterrent for
escapees, but they also stir a larger conversation on humanity
and wildlife preservation amidst stringent immigration laws.
However one may look at it, Florida’s Alligator Alcatraz is
shaping up to be a contentious chapter in the state’s ongoing
immigration saga.
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