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Alachua&#039;s Chief Theus Named
Florida&#039;s Career Fire Chief of the

Year!
Alachua County&#039;s Fire Chief Harold Theus named
Florida&#039;s Career Fire Chief of the Year for 2025,

showcasing leadership and dedication.

Alachua County, Florida, United States - In a shining
moment for Alachua County, Fire Chief Harold Theus has been
awarded the title of Career Fire Chief of the Year for 2025. This
recognition, bestowed by the Florida Fire Chiefs’ Association
(FFCA), was announced during the grand closing Installation
Dinner at the FFCA’s Executive Development Conference held in
vibrant Miami. Chief Theus has become a beacon of leadership,
showcasing a deep commitment to both the fire service and his
community. As the FFCA notes, this award is a tribute to the
dedication and outstanding service that chiefs like Theus bring
to public safety, earning the respect of peers across the state. 



Alachua Chronicle reports that such accolades reflect a
broader commitment to excellence in fire services.

Not just recently recognized, Chief Theus has a storied career of
over 25 years with Alachua County Fire Rescue, beginning his
journey as an EMT. His remarkable ascent culminated in his
current role as chief, a position he has held for four years. In
addition to this recent accolade, WCJB highlights that he is now
also serving as the president of the Florida Fire Chiefs’
Association, where he brings experience from his previous role
as vice president. The Alachua County Commissioners took the
time to congratulate Chief Theus, highlighting the support from
the community and the esteem in which he is held.

A Legacy of Commitment

Chief Theus’s journey epitomizes dedication in public service.
His leadership is characterized by innovation, integrity, and
professional growth—qualities that the FFCA seeks to honor
through awards like the Fire Chief of the Year. Alongside
recognition such as Theus’s, the FFCA also offers a Lifetime
Achievement Award for those who have demonstrated at least
40 years of service in Florida’s fire service. This award reflects
the immense contributions of seasoned professionals, with
recipients like C.M. Deal and Julius Halas cited among the
esteemed past honorees. As FFCA provides, this hall of honor
recognizes a legacy built on years of service.

The Fire Chief of the Year award celebrates those exceptional
individuals who embody these values, showcasing remarkable
achievements that inspire others in the field. Nominations for
this prestigious honor are open from February to June each year,
allowing communities to highlight their standout leaders. The
selection process evaluates candidates based on leadership,
innovation, and overall contributions to public safety, ensuring
that the very best are recognized for their hard work.

As we reflect on Chief Theus’s accomplishments, it’s clear that
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his path is not just commendable but also serves as an
inspiration for the many who follow in his footsteps. In a time
where community safety and effective leadership are
paramount, leaders like Chief Theus are what our communities
need. With a steady hand at the helm of Alachua County Fire
Rescue, the region can look forward with confidence toward a
safe and secure future.
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