24. Juni 2025

Amateur Radio Clubs Unite for Thrilling
National Field Day Event!

Join Alachua County&#039;s amateur radio clubs for the
2025 Field Day on June 28-29. Explore ham radio, connect
nationally, and witness emergency communication in
action.

1100 SE 27th St., Gainesville, FL, USA - The airwaves across
North Florida will be buzzing this weekend as local amateur
radio clubs prepare for a notable event—the 2025 Field Day,
organized by the National Association for Amateur Radio (ARRL).
The North Florida Amateur Radio Club (NFARC) and the
Gainesville Amateur Radio Society (GARS) are gearing up to
connect with over 31,000 other amateur radio operators
nationwide. It’s a celebration not just of technology but of
community and communication skills.

The event, rooted in tradition since 1933, showcases the
capabilities of ham radio operators to set up communication
stations under emergency conditions, reflecting their
preparedness and reliability. Both NFARC and GARS are
extending an invitation to the public to come and learn more
about ham radio. Visitors can expect tours of the stations and
live demonstrations of making connections with fellow
enthusiasts across the country during this fantastic annual
event.

Local Participation and Special Activities

Northern Florida will see NFARC setting up its station at the
Alachua County Emergency Operations Center, located at 1100



SE 27th St., Gainesville. This site will be open for tours on
Saturday from 4 to 6 p.m. GARS, on the other hand, will be
showcasing its operation at Waldo City Square, 14450 NE 148th
Ave., with visiting hours on Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and
on Sunday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

This year’s Field Day presents an exciting challenge, as
participants will work towards tracking satellites like the
International Space Station. It’s not just a contest; it’s a way for
amateur radio operators to demonstrate their skills, bond with
the public, and engage in real on-air experimentation. The
theme, ,,Radio Connects,” emphasizes the importance of
building community through communication and showcases the
versatility of ham radio.

A Tradition of Readiness

Ham radio is known for its independence from the internet and
phone systems, allowing operators to set up temporary stations
quickly. This adaptability is particularly valuable during
emergencies. NFARC’s commitment is evident in their
community outreach and partnerships with emergency
responders. Last year, they logged 481 volunteer hours during
various hurricanes, which potentially secured $60,000 in federal
funds for Alachua County.

ARRL Field Day takes place every fourth full weekend of June,
this year running from 1800 UTC on June 28 to 2059 UTC on June
29. Participants face off in a friendly but competitive
environment, garnering points by connecting with each other.
Scoring is based on the type of contact made, offering additional
points for public outreach activities. Participants can utilize a
variety of power sources, including solar panels and generators,
highlighting their ability to adapt to different settings and
challenges.

The Bigger Picture



Field Days across the nation, including in regions like Northeast
Pennsylvania, reveal a vibrant community committed to public
service and emergency preparedness. As Ronald Nelson, Public
Information Officer for the Endless Mountains Amateur Radio
Club (EMARC), noted, ,,Ham radio’s independence from the
internet and phone systems means operators can set up quickly
and effectively.” With over 750,000 licensed amateur radio
operators in the U.S. and numbers climbing worldwide, this
event underscores the enduring popularity and relevance of
amateur radio in modern society.

As these clubs prepare to reach out and connect during this
peak event, they are demonstrating not only the technical
aspects of the hobby but also fostering a sense of camaraderie
and resilience in the face of challenges. There’s really something
to be said for the mastery and community spirit that these
operators bring to the airwaves. Whether you’re a seasoned
ham or curious about the hobby, this weekend promises a lively
atmosphere filled with connection, learning, and a bit of friendly
competition.

To learn more about the upcoming events, check out Main
Street Daily News, or dive into the official rules and scoring
guidelines at Higgins Report. For local engagement and more
details, see WC Examiner.
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