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Controversial Housing Development
Threatens Paynes Prairie&#039;s
Wildlife

Gainesville resident raises concerns over a proposed
housing development near Paynes Prairie Preserve,
impacting local wildlife and ecology.

5321 SW 13th Street, Gainesville, FL, USA - In a quiet
corner of Alachua County, the tranquility of Paynes Prairie
Preserve State Park is facing potential upheaval. The ongoing
discussion of a proposed housing development has raised
significant concerns among long-term residents and nature
lovers alike. James Perran Ross, who has called Gainesville home
for nearly 45 years, recently expressed his worries over the
planned project. The developer, Maronda Homes LLC, seeks to
change zoning laws to subdivide 73 acres for building 134 new
homes at 5321 SW 13th Street—a mere stone’s throw from this
natural sanctuary. This area, a narrow strip between the prairie



and the encroaching urban landscape, is critical for wildlife
migration, making the stakes especially high.

Ross, with his background in wildlife science, fears for the future
of biodiversity in the park, which spans over 21,000 acres and is
home to two endangered species. He emphasizes that housing
developments near protected areas have been notably
detrimental to local ecosystems. Not only does such growth
threaten to disrupt these habitats, but the runoff drainage from
the development could also compromise water quality and
affect wildlife corridors. Agricultural and urban runoff are
notorious for introducing harmful nutrients and contaminants
into Florida waters, and this project could worsen that
unfortunate trend.

Community Concerns and Developer Plans

The online workshop hosted by Maronda Homes allowed
residents to voice their concerns. Jennifer Beck, a local resident,
specifically questioned the traffic implications and the suitability
of proposed entry points for the new homes. Maronda Homes
assures that they plan to maintain more than 60% of the area as
open space, exceeding the 50% requirement. Additionally,
they’ve committed to having zero wetland impacts while
maintaining existing vegetation, a promising angle that has
stirred mixed emotions among community members.

While Maronda Homes has established a solid reputation since
its inception in 1972, with numerous developments under its
belt in Alachua County, the challenge now lies ahead. If the
zoning change is approved, the path to breaking ground is
anything but immediate; they will need to undertake a complex
process that includes public hearings, obtaining environmental
permits, and developing a detailed project scope. That could
stretch out construction timelines by at least 18 months.

The Jewel of Paynes Prairie



Paynes Prairie itself is a crown jewel of Florida’s natural
heritage. The park, located just 10 miles south of Gainesville, is
rich with diverse landscapes that include wetlands, marshes,
and forests, supporting an impressive 420 species of wildlife
along with over 800 plant species. Visitors are treated to sights
of bison, wild horses, and a plethora of bird species—over 270 in
total.

Outdoor enthusiasts can indulge in hiking, biking, and bird
watching across more than 30 miles of trails, including the
popular La Chua and Bolen Bluff Trails. For those who enjoy
spending nights under the stars, the park offers camping
facilities equipped with essential amenities.

Visitors can explore the park via observation towers and
boardwalks, marveling at its geological wonders, like sinkholes
that function as natural reservoirs. It’s clear that preserving this
park means more than just protecting a physical space; it’s
about maintaining a vital ecosystem that countless species, and
people, rely on.

As citizens voice their concerns and developers move forward
with their plans, the future of Paynes Prairie Preserve State Park
hangs in a delicate balance. Conversations about growth and
conservation are more crucial than ever. The community finds
itself navigating the complexities of development while
championing the preservation of its natural treasures. After all,
there’s something to be said for making space for both nature
and community in harmony.
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