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Farewell to Foster Grandparents:
Community&#039;s Heartbreak as

Program Ends
Alachua County&#039;s Foster Grandparent program, vital
for student support, faces closure due to funding cuts. Last

day: September 1.

Alachua County, USA - The cherished Foster Grandparent
program in Alachua County, known for transforming the lives of
students and teachers alike, is coming to an end. The closure
has cast a shadow over the community, leaving many to reflect
on the deep bonds forged between senior volunteers and young
learners. This heartfelt initiative, thriving since 1973, will cease
its operations due to severe funding cuts imposed by
AmeriCorps, which has provided essential support over the
years. Alexander Walker, a dedicated teacher in the area,
shared his sorrow over the program’s termination, stating, „It’s
going to break my heart“ as he recalled the invaluable



mentorship offered by the senior volunteers, who acted as
familial figures to the students.

Parents like Kim Harris also voiced their dismay. She noted that
the program demonstrably boosted her son’s reading skills,
attributing his improvements to the encouragement and support
provided by a Foster Grandparent. Walker emphasized the ripple
effect this will have, indicating that the loss of such a program
affects not just individual classrooms but the entire school
community. The finale for the Foster Grandparent program is
scheduled for September 1st, and both Walker and Harris hold
onto the hope that there might be a chance for revival in the
future. The emotional impact of this initiative cannot be
eclipsed, as it built lasting relationships and provided essential
support to those in need.

Wider Implications of Funding Cuts

The ending of programs like Foster Grandparents is not limited
to Alachua County but reflects a broader threat posed by
proposed cuts to federal AmeriCorps funding. As noted by
EightCAP, these cuts are jeopardizing similar vital initiatives
across several counties, including Ionia, Mecosta, Montcalm, and
Osceola. EightCAP’s Foster Grandparent and Senior Companion
Programs have been instrumental in nurturing community
connections. For example, in 2024 alone, 878 children benefited
from 40,447 volunteer hours contributed by Foster
Grandparents. Without the backing of AmeriCorps, local children
may find themselves without the support they desperately need,
and aging adults could suffer from increased isolation.

In addition to this, similar programs are feeling the heat across
the nation. Of particular note is the Ozarks Area Community
Action Corporation (OACAC) in southwest Missouri, where the
future of their Foster Grandparent program remains uncertain
due to funding delays. The program has successfully paired
older volunteers with at-risk children for over 50 years,
promoting academic and social development. Yet, as OACAC



program director Christopher Bell lamented, funding for the next
fiscal year has been approved but remains unreleased. This
predicament puts at risk the support of 180 students, along with
the 30 retired seniors devoted to their mentorship. The
interconnection between these programs underscores the
critical need for continued federal support.

A Call to Action

The looming threat to the Foster Grandparent program raises a
vital question: what can be done to reinforce these valuable
initiatives? The community is encouraged to advocate for the
protection of AmeriCorps Seniors programs. The resilience
shown in past years, particularly during challenges like the
pandemic, exemplifies the commitment of local partnerships
and individual volunteers who have picked up the slack when
needed. As communities rally around these causes, there is
certainly something to be said for the communal spirit that
seeks to uplift both its young and elderly members alike. It’s this
compassion that truly makes a difference.

As we bid farewell to programs like the Foster Grandparent
initiative, let us hope that future advocacy leads to renewed
opportunities. In the words of Alexander Walker, the experiences
and passion these seniors brought into classrooms should not be
forgotten. The community must unite, voice their concerns, and
push for the reinstatement of such invaluable programs. It’s vital
for our children, our seniors, and the very essence of our shared
future.
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