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Florida Football Freshman Kicked Off
Team After Serious Felony Arrest

A University of Florida football recruit, 17, was arrested for
false imprisonment and dating violence in Alachua County,
following a violent altercation.

Alachua County, Florida, USA - The recent dismissal of a
17-year-old defensive lineman from the University of Florida
football team has sparked considerable discussion within the
community. Stephon Shivers, who was expected to bolster the
Gators’ defense in the upcoming season, was terminated from
the program shortly after an arrest for a serious incident of
alleged dating violence.

On June 1, Shivers was arrested following a physical altercation
with a woman, leading to a third-degree felony charge of false
imprisonment. The charges specify that he allegedly choked,
punched, and blocked the victim from leaving the room, leaving
her with visible injuries, which authorities noted during their



investigation. Reports indicate the conflict escalated from a
verbal argument sparked by content on the victim’s cellphone,
leading to a distressing encounter that emphasized a troubling
power imbalance—Shivers reportedly weighs nearly 400 pounds,
significantly more than the victim, who was indeed over 200
pounds lighter than him. This disparity played a stark role in the
nature of the altercation, as he pushed and held her down
during the attack, which included multiple punches to the face
and the damaging of her iPhone, valued at $1,500.

Details of the Incident

Following his arrest, Shivers was quickly placed on house arrest
after a public hearing in Alachua County Juvenile Court, with
allowances made for school and football activities. He faces
serious repercussions with potential penalties reaching up to
five years in prison and a fine of $5,000, should he be convicted.
The University of Florida has stated they are monitoring the
situation while cooperating fully with legal proceedings.
According to The Alligator, the university confirmed his
dismissal promptly after the arrest was made public.

Despite being a player in high demand, ranked as the 51st
defensive lineman in his class upon his commitment, Shivers
now faces a significant turn in his personal and professional life.
He had reopened his commitment from Georgia just earlier this
year, hoping to make a mark with the Gators this fall, but now
his future hangs in the balance.

A Troubling Pattern

The incident involving Shivers is not an isolated case. This marks
the second arrest involving a Florida football player this
offseason, following cornerback Dijon Johnson, who was arrested
on felony drug and weapon charges. Such troubling events raise
questions about the culture within the program and its oversight
over the athletes involved. Gainesville.com highlights that the
University of Florida is aware of these incidents and is seeking to


https://www.alligator.org/article/2025/06/florida-football-releases-freshman-following-arrest
https://www.gainesville.com/story/sports/college/football/2025/06/03/florida-football-early-enrollee-freshman-arrested-felony-dating-violence-charge/83788879007/

address the underlying issues.

The events surrounding Shivers serve as a stark reminder of the
ongoing challenges within athletics, emphasizing the necessity
for comprehensive support systems for both players and those
they interact with. As the Gators prepare for their upcoming
season, fans and stakeholders alike will be watching closely to
see how the university addresses these serious allegations and
the wider implications for its football program.
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