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Florida&#039;s Budget Breakthrough:
Key Cuts and Raises Amid Controversy!
Explore the key highlights from Alachua County&#039;s

2025 Legislative Session, including budget reforms and tax
changes impacting residents.

Tallahassee, Florida, USA - As the warm Florida sun shines
down, the echoes of the recent 2025 Legislative Session
resonate through the halls of Tallahassee and across the state.
This session, which adjourned sine die on June 16, lasted a
notable 105 days—longer than the usual 60-day timeframe. The
delay stemmed from significant disagreements between House
and Senate leaders over key tax cuts and spending policies.
Nevertheless, legislators managed to pass essential bills like SB
2500, the budget bill, and HB 7031, which encompasses a
taxation package. According to Main Street Daily News, the
Senate voted unanimously on the budget, while the House
passed it with an overwhelming 103-2 vote, demonstrating
strong bipartisan support for this crucial legislation.



This year’s budget stands at $115.1 billion, which represents a
1.2% reduction from the last fiscal year. It marks the first
decrease in year-over-year spending since 2011 and is $3.5
billion smaller than the previous year’s budget. Interestingly, it
comes in $500 million less than Governor DeSantis‘ original
proposal, but still includes notable provisions such as a 2% raise
for state employees and $101.6 million earmarked for teacher
salary increases. Moreover, there’s a long-awaited review
underway to explore potential cuts to property taxes. While the
reliance on increased property tax revenues for K-12 funding
raises some eyebrows, the elimination of 741 government jobs
illustrates the tough budgetary decisions that lawmakers faced
this session.

Tax Cuts and Economic Implications

The budget is not the only significant bill that passed. The
accompanying taxation package includes a whopping $1.3
billion in tax cuts, as highlighted by Florida College Access. One
particularly noteworthy aspect is the elimination of the Business
Rent Tax, which will take effect on October 1, 2025, reducing
state revenue by $904.8 million. Other beneficial changes
include making Back-to-School Sales Tax Holidays permanent
and exempting certain hurricane supplies from tax year-round.

This session has also seen changes that could potentially benefit
Florida’s economy in the long run. Lawmakers have proposed
allocating $1.5 billion to the Budget Stabilization Fund over the
next two fiscal years, with intentions to raise its automatic
savings from 10% to 25% in the future. This strategic move aims
not only to build a stronger fiscal foundation but also to prepare
for economic downturns down the line, as economists forecast a
slowdown in revenue growth.

Looking Ahead

As we turn our attention to 2026, preparations for the next
legislative session have already begun. Interim committee



weeks kick off on October 4, leading up to the regular session
starting January 13. The legislative priorities will undoubtedly
reflect the ongoing evolution within Florida’s economic and
social landscape, especially as key bills await the governor’s
signature. Governor DeSantis has until July 1 to sign or veto the
budget, making the next few days critical for Florida’s budget
decision-making process.

In the meantime, the community is encouraged to remain
engaged and informed about these developments. With various
impactful bills under consideration, including those addressing
commercial development and citizen petition processes, there’s
no shortage of important topics on the legislative agenda. The
decisions made today could very well shape the future of Florida
for years to come.

Stay tuned as we continue to report on these dynamic
legislative issues and their implications for all Floridians.
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