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Florida Gators Face Duke in Epic 2025
SEC/ACC Showdown!

Explore the upcoming 2025 ACC-SEC Challenge featuring
Florida Gators at Duke, highlighting team changes and key

matchups.

Gainesville, Florida, USA - Excitement is brewing in the
Sunshine State as the Florida Gators prepare to take on the
Duke Blue Devils in a highly anticipated matchup during the
2025 ACC/SEC Challenge. The game is set to unfold at the iconic
Cameron Indoor Stadium, a temple of college basketball, where
history and fierce competition collide.

This clash marks the eighth meeting between the two storied
programs, with Duke leading the series 5-2. The Gators and Blue
Devils have gone head-to-head six times since 1987, with
Florida claiming victory only once. Interestingly, their last official
meeting at each other’s home court dates back to the
1998-1999 season, when Duke secured a decisive 116-86 win at



Cameron Indoor Stadium.

Changes on the Roster

As the teams gear up for this season, both are undergoing
significant changes. Florida has been hit hard by departures,
losing key guards like Walter Clayton Jr. and Alijah Martin.
However, they have made some strategic moves to bolster their
lineup, including the addition of transfers Boogie Fland from
Arkansas and Xavian Lee from Princeton, plus four-star
freshmen CJ Ingram and Alex Lloyd, aimed at keeping the squad
competitive. Florida recently celebrated a triumphant season,
coming off their third national championship win, which they
secured after a thrilling comeback against Houston.

Duke, on the other hand, will also feel the impact of player exits,
as they anticipate the departure of star players Cooper Flagg
and Kon Knueppel to the NBA Draft. To fill these gaps, the Blue
Devils are bringing in an impressive recruiting class led by
Cameron Boozer, recognized as the nation’s top high school
player, along with five-star prospects Nikolas Khamenia and
Dame Sarr. Despite these changes, both teams boast strong
returning talent, with Florida bringing back five of their top 10
scorers and Duke retaining three from their top nine.

A Glimpse at the Matchup

The anticipation surrounding this meeting is heightened by the
successful seasons both teams just wrapped up. Duke made a
strong run to the Final Four, while Florida finished strong as the
defending national champions. This challenge is part of a
broader ACC/SEC event lineup that promises to deliver exciting
basketball, featuring matchups such as North Carolina visiting
Kentucky and Arkansas facing Louisville.

As fans eagerly await this clash of titans, the community is
buzzing with predictions and hopes. Will Florida be able to
overcome past challenges against Duke and maintain their



championship momentum? Or will Duke leverage their
celebrated recruiting prowess to topple the Gators? Only time
will tell, and the stakes have never been higher.

For the complete schedule of the ACC/SEC Challenge, visit 
Saturday Down South. If you’re looking to dive deeper into
why this matchup is pivotal, check out Hail Florida Hail and 
247Sports for more insights!
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