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Gainesville Unveils $3.8M Investment for
Eastside&#039;s Future Growth!

Gainesville launches Eastside Health and Economic
Development Initiative, enhancing infrastructure and

creating jobs by 2026.

Gainesville, Florida, USA - In an enthusiastic display of
community development, Gainesville city officials recently
celebrated the inauguration of new roadways at the Eastside
Health and Economic Development Initiative (EHEDI) site. This
$3.8 million infrastructure investment encompasses essential
elements like roadways, sidewalks, lighting, and underground
utilities, setting the stage for future growth in the area.

The Eastside project, which has now made four construction-
ready sites available, is truly a game-changer. Mayor Harvey
Ward, who had his doubts about the endeavor, encouraged
residents to trust in the city’s vision and efforts. “We’re just
getting started,” he remarked, optimistic about the direction this



project is heading. Indeed, the next steps for EHEDI include
constructing a Regional Transit Systems (RTS) transfer station,
with completion expected by 2026, which signifies a greater
connection between East Gainesville and the rest of the city.

Economic Impact of EHEDI

One of the keystones of the EHEDI initiative is the UF Health
Urgent Care Center – Eastside, strategically positioned to be the
anchor for this transformative project. The urgent care center
will not only provide vital health services but will also be
accompanied by a new bus transportation hub, creating more
accessible options for community members.

Located between Hawthorne Road and Southeast Eighth Avenue
on over 30 acres, much of this land is owned by the city with a
portion held by UF Health. This ambitious project is expected to
involve various elements, including a proposed grocery store,
commercial space, and both affordable and market-rate
housing. Gainesville Mayor Harvey Ward noted that discussions
are underway with a grocery store operator, hoping to break
ground within the next 18 to 24 months if everything aligns. This
grocery store could significantly uplift the community by
providing essential services right at their doorstep.

With a projected total investment of $40-50 million, of which
10% has already been allocated, the initiative is a remarkable
step toward economic revitalization. The area was earmarked
for such developments following the unfortunate circumstances
surrounding the closure of the Kennedy Homes public housing
community back in 2003, which faced its share of challenges,
including crime and disrepair. The subsequent purchase of the
property in 2007 marked the beginning of a new chapter,
contributing to the Southeast Gainesville Renaissance Initiative.

Community Involvement and Opportunities

It’s not just about infrastructure; local jobs are on the horizon as



well. The establishment of Merieux NutriSciences, an
international food testing company, within this area signifies
promising employment opportunities. Additionally, the
Gainesville Technology Entrepreneurship Center (GTEC), which
employs over 100 individuals and is co-managed with Santa Fe
College, shows the collaborative spirit thriving in Gainesville.

Community activist Doris Edwards is a vocal advocate for these
developments, firmly believing in the importance of community
input throughout the planning stages. Her advocacy highlights
the desire for economic and recreational
opportunities—elements crucial for a cohesive and thriving
neighborhood. This collective push for community engagement
reflects a genuine effort to ensure that the benefits of these
projects are shared and appreciated by all residents.

As the construction progresses and plans unfold, residents of
Gainesville find themselves on the precipice of significant
change. With a solid foundation being laid, the Eastside Health
and Economic Development Initiative stands as a beacon of
hope and progress for East Gainesville. The blend of health
services, transportation accessibility, and job creation creates a
vibrant tapestry that aims to enrich the community for years to
come. There’s something to be said for investment in
infrastructure and community well-being—it creates
opportunities for everyone.

For more information, you can read about the full details in the 
Main Street Daily News and the Gainesville.com articles, or
explore additional resources on HUD’s Community Project
Funding grants and initiatives.
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https://www.mainstreetdailynews.com/govt-politics/gainesville-cuts-ribbon-eastside-development
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https://www.hud.gov/stat/cpd/edi-grants
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