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Gainesville&#039;s Nichelle Brown
Shatters Records as Flag Football Star

Discover the rising talent of Alachua County&#039;s girls
flag football, highlighted by Bradford&#039;s Nichelle

Brown in 2025.

Gainesville, Florida, USA - In the vibrant world of high school
sports, the Gainesville Sun has recently unveiled its All-
Gainesville Area Girls Flag Football team, celebrating the
remarkable talents of young female athletes in our region.
Leading the pack is Nichelle Brown from Bradford, who has been
named Player of the Year for her impressive performance this
season. Brown set a staggering record, raking in 2,220 receiving
yards alongside 44 total touchdowns. Furthermore, she
contributed significantly with 563 rushing yards and 10
interceptions—truly showcasing her all-around skill and
determination on the field. With these figures, she ranks in the
top 20 in Class 1A for both receiving yards and interceptions.
Bradford’s strong season, highlighted by convincing victories,
including a dominant 53-0 win against Newberry and a 45-12
triumph over Keystone Heights, allowed the team to advance to
the Class 1A-Region 1 final.

The All-Area team recognizes 14 players hailing from seven
different schools, marking a rich diversity of talent in local high
school flag football. Alongside Brown on the first team are
standout players like Brooke Zeller from Santa Fe and Isabella
Alexander from Buchholz. The second team features names like
Dunae Chappell and Mia Brasel, who have also made their mark
this season. Notably, Coach John Staples of Bradford has been
awarded Coach of the Year, leading his squadrons to elite



performance levels during the year, nearly reaching the Final
Four. While Bradford is poised to lose some key players, the
future shines bright for this team.

Rising Tide of Girls Flag Football

As the excitement around girls flag football continues to swell,
it’s clear that this sport is on an upward trajectory in Florida high
schools. Notably, Florida is becoming increasingly recognized for
cultivating some of the finest talent in girls flag football. On a
broader scale, the Robinson Knights from Hillsborough County
claim the top spot among Florida teams, and nationwide, they
are currently ranked as the number one team. They are gearing
up for an upcoming match against Lennard, expected to be a
thrilling contest. Players like KK Ramsey from Alonso and Diaris
Morales from Choctawhatchee are making waves in the scene,
further exemplifying the growing prowess of Florida’s high
school athletes.

This competitive spirit was recently underscored by the release
of the inaugural USA Today Sports Super 25 high school flag
football rankings, where Florida dominated the list with 21 out of
the top 25 schools. Alonso High School was crowned the
overarching champion with a stellar 20-2 record and a Florida
Class 4A state championship to its name, reinforcing the state’s
reputation as a powerhouse in girls flag football.

The Bigger Picture

Ultimately, the surge in girls flag football isn’t just a passing
trend; it’s part of a larger cultural shift within high school sports.
The sport encourages teamwork, athleticism, and leadership
among young women, showcasing talents that are often
overlooked in traditional sports. This year’s rankings reflect not
only individual performances but the strength and ambition of
entire programs coming together to boost the sport’s visibility.

As we look ahead, the future of girls flag football in Florida



seems brighter than ever. With strong performances from teams
like Bradford, Santa Fe, and Buchholz, this sport will likely
continue to grow and flourish, inspiring a new generation of
athletes. The dedication and hard work of these young
women—crowned by the likes of Nichelle Brown—are a
testament to how far the sport has come and how much further
it can go.

For more detailed insights on individual player performances
and rankings, check out the Gainesville Sun’s coverage here, or
explore the top teams across Florida documented by SI.com
and On3.com.
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