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Join the Conversation: Alachua County to
Host Forward Focus Meeting!

Join the Alachua County community listening session on
June 12 to discuss the Forward Focus initiative aimed at

enhancing local quality of life and economic opportunities.

6025 SE County Road 234, Gainesville, Alachua County,
USA - In an engaging move to enhance community involvement,
the Alachua County Commission is set to host a community
listening session for the Forward Focus initiative this coming
Thursday, June 12. The event will take place at Hall Chapel
United Methodist Church, starting at 6 p.m. This session aims to
gather insights from residents of the Rochelle, Windsor, and
Grove Park communities regarding their unique needs and
aspirations. The initiative is designed to boost economic
opportunities and improve the quality of life in eastern Alachua
County, which has been a focus of the county since its
announcement in August.



Previous listening sessions have created quite a buzz, having
been held in areas like Hawthorne, Waldo, and Micanopy, all
aimed at understanding the concerns of local residents. Alachua
County residents, business owners, and community leaders are
urged to attend this session to learn more about the Forward
Focus project goals and how they can contribute to shaping this
essential strategy. Missy Daniels, assistant county manager and
Forward Focus Team lead, has emphasized the significance of
community feedback in identifying potential opportunities for
improvement.

Community Engagement in Action

Over 50 residents had previously gathered at Hawthorne
Middle/High School for the initial Forward Focus meeting, where
county representatives were all ears, absorbing feedback from
local voices. As reported by Gainesville.com, Sean McLendon,
the county’s economic development manager, reinforced the
vital role of data collection in prioritizing the community’s needs.

The Forward Focus initiative is structured in three phases:
creating a community profile, conducting an economic and
social service assessment, and producing a final report aimed at
developing a grant-ready strategy. Key areas for focus include
enhancing infrastructure, boosting economic development,
improving quality of life, and ensuring reliable community
services. For instance, local residents voiced strong desires for
better roads, job creation, and improved housing options.

Creating Opportunities for All

Residents have shared insightful feedback during these
sessions. Sharon Surrency noted the critical need for a regional
transport system while emphasizing job creation linked to local
parks. Additionally, Zachary Hand echoed that having more local
jobs would greatly ease the long commutes many residents
currently face. These discussions are pivotal as they guide
development efforts tailored to the community’s specific needs,

https://www.gainesville.com/story/news/2024/10/25/alachua-county-hears-from-residents-durin-forward-focus-meeting-for-residents-in-east-alachua-county/75836722007/


enhancing social cohesion and overall well-being.

The heart of community development focuses on encouraging
participation and innovative practices, as highlighted in an
article by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. This includes
advocating for jobs and investment strategies that promote
equitable growth, which resonates well with the goals of the
Forward Focus initiative.

As interest grows, additional community meetings are planned
to ensure continued input from local residents. This proactive
approach fortifies the community’s role in shaping its future and
improving overall resilience. If you’re eager to be part of the
Forward Focus mission, mark your calendars for June 12 and join
the conversation that seeks to uplift Eastern Alachua County.

For further information on the Forward Focus initiative, residents
can contact 352-374-5204 or drop an email at
ForwardFocus@alachuacounty.us.
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