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New Sports Complex Planned to
Revolutionize Marion County Recreation
A new sports and entertainment complex is proposed for
236 acres in Ocala, enhancing recreation near the World

Equestrian Center.

W State Road 40, Ocala, Marion County, USA - In a
significant step toward expanding recreational opportunities in
Marion County, a proposal has been submitted to transform 236
acres of land near the World Equestrian Center into a vibrant
new sports complex. The initiative, brought forth by the Golden
Ocala Golf and Equestrian Club, aims to cater to all ages and
interests and was detailed recently in various reports.

Chuck Varadin from Marion County’s Growth Services expressed
strong support for the project, indicating it aligns with the future
land use and comprehensive plan for the area. He noted that the
county staff recommends approval, highlighting the project’s
positive prospects. The ambitious plans include both indoor and



outdoor arenas, dining facilities, and event spaces, promising a
diverse range of activities for residents and visitors alike WCJB
reports.

Proposed Features of the Complex

The vision for this sports and entertainment complex is truly
expansive. Plans encompass an indoor arena designed for
concerts and sporting events, various fields and courts, and a
restaurant that promises to elevate the local dining scene.
Additionally, there’s a proposal for space accommodating food
trucks and a hotel, which could enhance lodging options for
event-goers and families Ocala News elaborates. It’s a project
that could very well transform the area’s recreational landscape.

Located on West State Road 40, just west of NW 87th Court
Road, the facility will be part of a nearly 4,300-acre planned unit
development that includes the luxurious Golden Ocala
community. Maria and George Garcia, the owners of the Golden
Ocala Golf & Equestrian Club, are at the forefront of this exciting
proposition.

Looking Ahead

The journey toward breaking ground is lengthy, as several steps
remain before construction can commence. This week, the
Marion County Development Review Committee will assess the
request, and further steps include a text amendment and a map
amendment needing review by the board of county
commissioners. Notably, these amendments are legislative
decisions that will be sent to the state for comments, paving the
way for a thorough review process.

While there’s much enthusiasm around the proposal, some
details remain unclear, particularly concerning the project’s
potential cost. The Ocala Golden Golf and Equestrian Club has
not yet provided insights in this area, leaving many to wonder
how the financial aspects will unfold.

https://www.wcjb.com/2025/06/13/new-sports-complex-proposed-land-near-world-equestrian-center/
https://www.ocala-news.com/2025/04/12/new-sports-entertainment-complex-sought-at-ocala-site/


Recreational complexes such as this one play a crucial role in
community well-being. They not only promote active lifestyles
but also foster community spirit. Drawing on insights from
successful recreational projects across multiple states, local
planners, like those from Oklahoma Landscape Architects,
emphasize the significance of aligning projects with community
values and needs Oklahoma Landscape Architects notes.

As discussions continue and plans progress, residents and
community leaders alike are hopeful for the arrival of a facility
that caters to diverse interests, creates jobs, and provides a
platform for entertainment and recreation for years to come.
With the right approvals and community support, the new sports
complex could soon become a centerpiece of activity in Marion
County, ushering in a new era of local recreation.
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