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Newberry Invests $2M in Champions
Park Amid Disputed Economic Impact

Newberry&#039;s June 2025 meeting revealed Champions
Park&#039;s economic impact and ongoing infrastructure

funding debates in Alachua County.

Newberry, Florida, USA - At a recent meeting on June 23,
2025, the Newberry City Commission took a deep dive into the
state of Champions Park, revealing a mixture of optimism and
concern. While the city celebrated the park’s role in the
community, questions arose about its economic impact. The city
claimed that Champions Park was the second-largest driver of
hotel stays in Alachua County; however, this assertion wasn’t
backed by the numbers. Alachua Chronicle reports that from
April 2024 to March 2025, Champions Park generated a modest
1.7% of the county’s total hotel revenue, amounting to
approximately $3.1 million in hotel room revenue.

This discrepancy put a spotlight on a previously discussed $100



million economic impact claimed during the meeting, which the
County has not verified. Such mixed messages could create
confusion among residents who rely on accurate information for
decision-making and planning.

Investment in Infrastructure

Amid these uncertainties, City Manager Jordan Marlowe stepped
up with a funding proposal to address much-needed
infrastructure improvements at Champions Park. Newberry will
allocate $2 million towards fixing issues like uneven sidewalks
and replacing backstop netting at the baseball fields. Marlowe
emphasized the importance of immediate actions to ensure the
park remains a viable space for both recreation and community
events, following the city commission’s unanimous vote on the
proposal.

The city reallocated these funds from a court expansion project
at the Easton-Newberry Sports Complex, which has been placed
on hold. Previously, the city had set aside $6 million for the new
courts at that facility, funded primarily through the Wild Spaces
and Public Places surtax and the American Rescue Plan Act. With
these adjustments, Champions Park stands to benefit
significantly from the city’s strategic planning.

In addition to the infrastructure improvements, public workshops
will be organized to develop a long-term vision for recreational
facility usage in Newberry. As it stands, some improvements are
already underway, with sidewalk fixes in progress and hopes to
have all 16 baseball nets replaced by July.

Preserving the Community Asset

While Newberry is taking steps to revitalize Champions Park, the
reality remains that the facility is currently in a state of
disrepair. A memo dating back to 2016 from then-Newberry
Recreation Director Brad Carmen suggested setting aside
$115,000 each year for maintenance, but it seems that this plan



hasn’t been fully realized.

The park’s maintenance issues highlight the need for a
coordinated approach to ensure its sustainability. Commissioner
Mark Clark voiced a compelling argument for more financial
support from Alachua County, recognizing Champions Park’s
potential economic importance. Marlowe plans to present a five-
year plan aimed at elevating Newberry’s priorities in securing
future county funding.

The Bigger Picture: Community Impact

The conversation around Champions Park aligns with broader
discussions about how exceptional parks can drive economic
growth and foster thriving communities. Research suggests that
well-maintained parks not only improve quality of life but also
significantly enhance local economies. The National Association
of Park Foundations highlights that parks are vital in boosting
community engagement and overall satisfaction, making them
integral to local development strategies.

Newberry’s commitment to involving the community is evident
as they establish a Mayor’s Youth Council. This council, made up
of local high school students, aims to promote youth
engagement and participation in city affairs, ensuring that
future decisions regarding facilities like Champions Park take the
needs and desires of younger generations into account.

As Newberry invests time and resources into revitalizing
Champions Park, it opens the door to discussions about the
park’s role in the community—balancing immediate needs with
long-term benefits. By addressing infrastructural issues and
engaging the community through workshops and youth
involvement, Newberry is taking significant steps in nurturing
this valuable community asset.
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