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Nine Alachua Residents Investigated for
Illegal Voting: FBI Alerted!

Alachua County investigates nine individuals for potential
illegal voting in 2025, involving felony convictions and
unpaid fines.

Alachua County, Florida, USA - In a troubling development
for advocate groups working on voting rights, nine individuals in
Alachua County are under scrutiny for potentially voting illegally
in the recent municipal elections held on April 8, 2025. As
reported by Alachua County Today, the county’s Supervisor of
Elections, Kim A. Barton, has referred these individuals for
possible prosecution. They are believed to have cast ballots
while ineligible, typically due to felony convictions or
outstanding court-ordered fines and fees. This situation raises
significant questions about the intersection of criminal justice
and civic responsibility in the Sunshine State.

Out of eleven individuals investigated, nine were confirmed to


https://www.alachuacountytoday.com/news-featured/latest/6892-alachua-felon-voting-probe-expands-fbi-state-officials-notified

have registered or voted while not meeting the eligibility
requirements as set forth by Florida law. Two individuals were
subsequently cleared and remain eligible voters. Barton pointed
out that these findings indicate probable cause for violations of
the Florida Election Code. Following this determination, the
Florida Office of Election Crimes and Security (OECS) and federal
authorities, including the FBI, were informed, especially as some
individuals may have participated in federal elections.

Understanding Voter Eligibility

But what exactly are the rules around voting eligibility,
particularly for those with felony records? Florida law states that
individuals may regain their voting rights under certain
conditions, as highlighted by the Department of State. For
those convicted of felonies other than murder or sexual
offenses, one can register to vote only after completing all terms
of their sentence. This includes serving prison time, completing
parole or probation, and paying all related fines, fees, and
restitution. In fact, many who seek to restore their rights often
face complex financial and legal hurdles, making it increasingly
critical for them to understand their standing with the court
system.

Some individuals may be caught in a web of confusion regarding
their financial obligations. The “first dollar policy” means even if
a person has paid part of a fine, they are still considered
ineligible unless they’ve satisfied the entire amount ordered.
There’s also the possibility of converting financial obligations to
community service, which can complicate matters further.

Local Cases Under Review

Among the individuals identified in Alachua, several notable
cases illustrate the complexities of this issue. For instance, John
W. Richard Jr. owes fines from four felony cases and has
participated in four elections since 2020, while Vince B. Dixon
Jr.’s case is particularly unique, as he is linked to a federal


https://dos.fl.gov/elections/for-voters/voter-registration/felon-voting-rights/

criminal case and reportedly owes $100 with no record of
payment. In total, each case presents a unique layer of
complexity, with individuals having varying degrees of financial
obligations stemming from their convictions.

Restoration of voting rights is particularly crucial as Florida
gears up for the primary elections on August 20, 2024. With
nearly 1.5 million Floridians already participating in early voting,
the importance of understanding voting rights amid a backdrop
of legal and financial barriers cannot be overstated. As we move
closer to election day, these concerns take center stage,
reiterating the necessity for clear guidelines and assistance for
those impacted.

Ultimately, what remains to be seen is whether charges will be
filed against the nine subjects referred by Barton, and how this
will impact the ongoing conversation around voting rights in
Florida. The intricate balance between law enforcement and
civic participation is indeed a tough ride, but there’s no doubt
what’s at stake is not merely a matter of legality, but a vital
expression of democracy.
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