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Mother and Grandmother Charged After
Twins Found Locked in Shed

A mother and grandmother in Waldo, Florida, face charges
after 5-year-old twins were found locked in a shed, raising

child neglect concerns.

Waldo, Florida, USA - In a shocking incident that has rattled
the community of Waldo, Florida, deputies arrested a mother
and grandmother after five-year-old twin girls were discovered
locked inside a shed. Tamara Stoiber, 37, and her mother,
Sabine Thrift, 59, now face serious charges in connection with
the appalling situation that unfolded over the weekend.

According to WDTV, deputies responded to reports of
unattended children on Saturday. They arrived to find the twins
alone in a shed, with the door barricaded by a brick. The shed
lacked electricity, food, and running water, creating a disturbing
picture of neglect. Alarmingly, a large knife was within the
children’s reach, underscoring the severity of the situation.

https://www.wdtv.com/2025/07/02/mother-grandmother-charged-after-5-year-old-twins-found-locked-shed/


Witnesses reported that Stoiber had arrived unannounced at
Thrift’s property, stating she was going “to the store.” However,
her absence stretched for several hours, far longer than a
typical shopping trip. Thrift, who apparently was not keen on
babysitting, left the twins isolated after spending two hours with
them. Authorities have charged both women with two counts of
child neglect, with Stoiber also facing two counts of false
imprisonment.

Legal Implications of Child Neglect

The charges against Stoiber and Thrift resonate with Florida’s
stringent legal definitions surrounding child neglect. Under
Florida law, neglect involves a failure to provide necessary care,
supervision, and services for a child’s well-being, which can
stem from a single incident, as noted in Florida’s statutory
guidelines. The consequences can be severe, with potential
felony charges looming over such cases.

Moreover, the statute delineates various types of child abuse,
noting that aggravated child abuse includes willful torture or
unlawful caging of a child—a chilling echo to the circumstances
in which the twins were found. In cases where children are put
at risk, the state mandates that individuals who suspect abuse
or neglect report it to the authorities, as highlighted in Florida
law.

This legal requirement aims to safeguard vulnerable children,
ensuring that protective measures are enacted swiftly. The
statute empowers community members and professionals alike
to act, maintaining confidentiality for those who report, and
underscores the importance of immediate action when a child’s
safety is at stake.

Community Response

The unfolding story has sparked outrage and concern among
Waldo’s residents, raising questions about familial responsibility

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0800-0899/0827/Sections/0827.03.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0800-0899/0827/Sections/0827.03.html
https://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2020/39.201
https://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2020/39.201


and community vigilance. Local parents are understandably
shaken, as the notion of children being neglected in such a
blatant manner is a harsh reality that shakes the foundations of
trust within the community. A collective call for awareness and
discourse around child safety echoes throughout the town.

As this case progresses through the legal system, community
leaders are emphasizing the importance of support systems for
families in need. It’s a moment where a community must come
together to ensure that all children have access to safe living
conditions and that any signs of neglect are reported and
addressed promptly.

As we await the next steps in the legal proceedings against
Stoiber and Thrift, it becomes clear that this tragic situation
serves as a stark reminder of the responsibility we all share to
protect our children and report anything that seems amiss. 
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