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Riviera Beach Launches Bold Initiative
for Affordable Workforce Housing

Baker County highlights community collaboration in
affordable housing initiatives at the Riviera Beach Council

meeting on July 16, 2025.

200 block of West 11th Street, Riviera Beach, Palm Beach
County, Florida, USA - On July 16, 2025, the Riviera Beach
City Council convened with a focus on tackling one of the
community’s most pressing issues: workforce affordable
housing. During the meeting, a retiring council member
expressed heartfelt gratitude for the collaborative efforts among
local leaders, emphasizing that these partnerships are crucial for
addressing ongoing housing challenges. The discussion
underscored the need for continued cooperation with the
Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) to advance housing
initiatives, an effort Mayor Baker wholeheartedly supported,
noting the city’s leadership and spirit of collaboration in tackling
these concerns. 



The meeting also included legislative updates, particularly the
implications of a supermajority in the Florida House of
Representatives. Budget allocations for key services like
healthcare and law enforcement were on the agenda, with new
tax policies introduced to relieve some financial burdens for
residents and businesses. Notably, the elimination of the
business rent tax was highlighted as a potential boon for
commercial property owners in the area. However, some
concerns lingered about how these changes might affect state
revenue in light of the current economic climate.

Introducing New Housing Initiatives

In an additional push for affordable living options, Riviera Beach
is launching a new initiative that focuses specifically on
workforce housing—an urgent need in the community. This
includes a planned 140-unit workforce housing development,
which is set to be located near the Marina and the Port of Palm
Beach. Alfred Fields Jr. of the Alpha Educational Foundation and
Councilman Douglas Lawson were key figures in announcing this
endeavor, illustrating a concerted effort to merge housing
access with community betterment. Lawson noted the city’s low
median income, highlighting the need for affordable solutions
that directly impact residents.

The initiative also revolves around the redevelopment of the
Judge Rodgers Center, a hub for nonprofit organizations
including a food pantry that operates twice weekly. Fields
emphasized that this center is dedicated to supporting everyone
in need, regardless of their background, and is a critical part of
the community’s fabric. The Alpha Foundation’s longstanding
Men of Tomorrow program, which has been mentoring high
school students for over 35 years, further demonstrates the
Foundation’s commitment to uplifting local youth and families.

Challenges in Affordable Housing
Development



Despite the positive news, the road to developing affordable
housing in Florida is strewn with obstacles. The state is
grappling with a critical shortage of affordable options for
workforce members, seniors, persons with disabilities, and
families with extremely low incomes. The Florida Housing
Coalition stresses that creating affordable housing is no simple
task and often requires forming strong partnerships among
various stakeholders, including nonprofit organizations, housing
developers, and local governments. The Coalition aids these
efforts by providing technical knowledge and resources to those
involved in housing development projects.

The recent initiatives by Riviera Beach illustrate a proactive
approach to confronting these challenges head-on. As Council
members call for greater community engagement and
participation in state programs—such as the My Safe Florida
Home initiative, which offers grants for home
improvements—the message is clear: Collaboration and
commitment to affordable housing are more critical than ever
for the prosperous future of Riviera Beach.

As the city continues to navigate through these developments,
one can only hope this fervent spirit of unity and determination
carries forward, ensuring that every resident has access to the
affordable housing they deserve.
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