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Biscayne Bay&#039;s Water Quality
Plummets: A Crisis for Miami&#039;s
Economy!

Biscayne Bay&#039;s water quality worsens, impacting
local economy and wildlife; community efforts aim for
recovery and sustainability.
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Biscayne Bay, Miami, FL, USA - Biscayne Bay, a cherished
jewel of Miami, has seen its water quality take a turn for the
worse. A troubling new report reveals that the southern north
part of the bay, particularly near the Miami River, has slipped
from a rating of ,fair” to ,,poor.* This alarming assessment has
raised eyebrows and concerns across the community. Adriana
Gonzalez Fernandez, Science and Research Director at Miami
Waterkeeper, notes that the economic implications are
profound, affecting vital species like fish, manatees, and corals
while posing risks to public health.



The state of the bay is of utmost significance; it plays a massive
role in Miami’s economy. As highlighted by Miami
Waterkeeper, Biscayne Bay is indispensable not just for its
recreational allure, but also for its economic
contributions—estimated at approximately $12.7 billion to
county production. This massive figure supports about 137,600
jobs and generates $6.3 billion in income for local residents. It’s
a critical resource that deserves our vigilant protection.

The Threats from Pollution

Unfortunately, Biscayne Bay is grappling with significant health
challenges, largely due to urban stormwater runoff, land use
changes, and a lack of proper regulation. The past few years
have been especially troubling, with the bay experiencing the
largest fish kill ever recorded in 2020, decimating over 27,000
marine creatures from 56 different species. Even more
distressing is the fact that seagrass cover has plummeted by
70-80% over the last decade, equating to a loss of around 21
square miles over a twenty-year period.

Pollution is the top culprit, as excess nitrogen and phosphorus
from nutrient runoff has led to algae blooms, choking off the
bay’s delicate ecosystems and exacerbating seagrass decline.
This ongoing battle against nutrient pollution necessitates action
and advocacy from everyone—routine community efforts can
significantly impact our treasured bay’s health.

Community Action and Future Solutions

In light of these challenges, the Biscayne Bay Task Force was
formed in 2019 to take a hard look at the situation. Consisting of
nine members, including both professionals and community
representatives, the Task Force assessed comprehensive data to
understand how different issues impact both residents and
property owners. Their advocacy work culminated in August
2020, resulting in a recovery plan that touches upon seven key
areas critical for restoring the bay’s health.


https://www.miamiwaterkeeper.org/2023_biscayne_bay_report_card
https://www.miamiwaterkeeper.org/2023_biscayne_bay_report_card

To enhance our efforts, residents can engage in simple actions,
from following fertilizer ordinances to properly disposing of trash
and pet waste. With steady dedication, community members
can support efforts to revive this vital ecosystem. The Miami-
Dade County has already recognized these challenges, and the
commissioners have approved measures tied to the Task Force’s
recommendations. More than ever, it is essential for all of us to
champion these initiatives to ensure Biscayne Bay remains a
source of pride, economic vitality, and natural beauty for
generations to come.

As we reflect on the findings reported in the latest water quality
report card by Community Newspapers, it’s clear that we
must take a proactive stance. The collaboration of Miami
Waterkeeper and local groups like the Biscayne Bay Watershed
Advisory Committee is crucial in safeguarding our waterways
and curbing further degradation of this vital resource.
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