09. Juli 2025

Hillsborough County Seeks Input on
Tackling Growing Traffic Woes

Explore Bay County&#039;s road congestion concerns as
residents engage with Hillsborough County on future
growth and highway planning.

Sun City Center, Florida, USA - As Florida continues to charm
newcomers, the state is grappling with the growing pains of
increased congestion. John Pryor, a resident of Sun City Center,
embodies the sentiments of many locals who have witnessed
longer travel times, particularly along Sun City Center Boulevard
and the ever-busy I-4. Recently, Pryor attended a meeting in
Ruskin where residents voiced their frustrations about this rising
traffic chaos with Hillsborough County officials. It seems like the
county is paying attention. According to ABC Action News, the
county is actively studying its growth plan to identify which
roads will require additional lanes by 2070.

Chris Fellerhoff, an executive planner with the county, oversaw
the meeting and acknowledged the current growth plan is
outdated. “While congestion is a reality we must live with, it
could worsen without proactive steps,” he remarked. The
county’s commitment to addressing this issue is evident, as they
will compile feedback from these discussions to inform future
plans.

Community Engagement and Upcoming
Meetings

The concern for maintaining Florida’s natural beauty while
upgrading roads is paramount for many residents, including


https://www.abcactionnews.com/news/region-hillsborough/hillsborough-county-needs-your-input-as-it-studies-which-roads-will-need-future-widening

Pryor. To further engage the community, Hillsborough County
has scheduled three additional public meetings for feedback on
this critical study:

e July 10, 2025, at Bloomingdale Regional Public Library
e July 17, 2025, at Jimmie B. Keel Regional Library
e July 22, 2025, at Town ,N Country Regional Public Library

An online engagement hub will also be available for comments
from July 8 to August 15 at
Publiclnput.com/CorridorPreservation.

The Bigger Picture: Florida’s Transportation
Landscape

Delving into the transportation landscape, the State of the
System report provides a broad look at how Florida’s
transportation network is faring. With metrics such as
infrastructural condition, travel reliability, and assessments of
major projects, the report offers a deep dive into the strengths
and weaknesses of the system. It’s a federally required
document that plays a vital role in congestion management and
crash mitigation.

Despite the state’s ongoing challenges with congestion, the
2022 Urban Congestion Trends Report shows a mix of
results across the nation. Interestingly, while average daily
congested hours decreased slightly, the Planning Time Index
reveals growing unreliability in travel times. Around 73% of
metropolitan areas reported no change in congestion, but 21%
saw matters worsen. These trends emphasize the need for a
data-driven approach toward improving our traffic challenges.

As Hillsborough County opens the door for community feedback
and explores necessary road upgrades, one thing is clear:
proactive engagement will be vital. Residents have a unique
opportunity to influence future plans and ensure that, as Florida
grows, its roads evolve without sacrificing the beauty that
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https://planhillsborough.org/state-of-the-system/
https://planhillsborough.org/state-of-the-system/
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makes it such a sought-after destination. The conversations that
begin now could pave the way for a smoother journey tomorrow.
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