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New DNA Breakthrough Solves 44-Year
Cold Case in Bay County!

New DNA technology uncovers the identity of a woman
linked to a 44-year-old cold case in Bay County, Florida,

providing closure.

Bay County, Florida, USA - A cold case that has haunted Bay
County, Florida, for 44 years has recently found resolution
through the involvement of technology that was simply not
available four decades ago. The remains of a woman discovered
near U.S. Highway 231 in 1980 have been positively identified
as Carol Sue Skidmore, who had been missing since April 1977.
Initial theories had suggested the remains belonged to JoAnn
Benner, another missing person, but this was later ruled out by
the Florida State University anthropology lab, as News Herald
reports.

The discovery of Skidmore’s remains, along with evidence of foul
play indicated by damaged clothing, has finally brought some

https://www.newsherald.com/story/news/local/2025/06/28/new-technology-key-to-cracking-44-year-bay-county-cold-case/84386493007/


closure to a long-standing mystery for her family. Investigators
from the Bay County Sheriff’s Office (BCSO) Cold Case Unit
collaborated with the Crime Scene Unit to delve deeper into the
case. A tooth extracted from the remains was key to unearthing
essential DNA evidence, which eventually led to the
identification of Skidmore through familial connections in Texas.

Heartbreaking Family History

The story surrounding Skidmore’s disappearance is both tragic
and complex. In March 1977, she, her husband James, and their
son Lynn embarked on a trip from Texas to Georgia to visit
family. Sadly, they were last heard from on April 9, 1977. Later,
the devastating news broke: in May of that year, the remains of
Lynn were discovered in a Tennessee lake, followed by James’s
body in a hotel room in Arkansas in June, ruled a drug overdose
with a suicide note. Authorities suspect that James may have
taken the lives of Carol and Lynn before succumbing to his own
troubles.

For Carol’s family, the recent identification of her remains
signifies a bittersweet closure. One of her siblings expressed
heartfelt gratitude for finally receiving answers after decades of
uncertainty. BCSO Sheriff Tommy Ford emphasized the agency’s
unwavering commitment to seeking justice for victims of
crime—a promise that remains unbroken even after so many
years.

Advancements in Forensic Technology

The case’s breakthrough highlights the vital role played by
advancements in forensic technology. Thanks to the evolution of
DNA profiling, past cases that seemed hopeless can now find
resolution. This contemporary development reflects a broader
trend observed in the field, where authorities are increasingly
employing genealogical databases to unearth the identities of
previously unidentified remains. Citing similar instances, experts
underline that many families remain in limbo, waiting for closure



about their missing loved ones.

In a similar vein, an anthropology team from Southeast Missouri
State University (SEMO) made strides in a separate cold case
involving unidentified human remains found in the Mississippi
River in 2022. After rigorous forensic work and DNA sampling,
their efforts led to the identification of Robert J. Eaton, who had
gone missing in early 2022. According to Southeast Arrow, the
SEMO team utilized familial DNA testing to confirm Eaton’s
identity—a move that underscores the ongoing collaboration
between local officials and academic institutions to bring closure
to families grappling with loss.

Indigenous Perspectives on DNA
Technology

Expanding this narrative further, there’s a unique perspective
being shared by Haley Omeasoo, a citizen of the Hopi Tribe and
descendant of the Blackfeet Nation. Motivated by personal loss,
she has formed Ohkomi Forensics, aimed at creating the first
Indigenous-controlled DNA database to help identify people who
are missing or have been murdered. As ICT News details, her
organization seeks to champion ethical research practices while
addressing the staggering number of unsolved cases that plague
Indigenous communities.

Omeasoo’s work highlights the necessity of community control
over data, emphasizing the importance of ethical DNA practices
rooted in historical understanding. With an estimated 4,000
missing and murdered Indigenous individuals and over 600,000
people reported missing annually in the U.S., her efforts aim to
bridge the gap in equitable identification methods for all
communities.

As the Bay County Sheriff’s Office continues to use innovative
DNA technologies to solve cold cases, the road ahead remains
filled with hope—not just for Carol Skidmore but for countless
families who are still seeking answers. The fusion of scientific

https://www.southeastarrow.com/news/semo-anthropology-team-helps-solve-cold-case-549252d2
https://ictnews.org/news/forensic-dna-breaks-new-ground-for-mmip-cold-cases/


advancement and compassionate outreach illustrates that
justice is indeed still within reach, no matter how distant the
past may seem.
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