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Operation Dragon Eye: 60 Missing
Florida Kids Rescued in Major Bust!

A successful U.S. Marshals operation rescues 60 missing
children in Tampa Bay, addressing critical child trafficking

concerns.

Tampa Bay area, Florida, United States - In a
groundbreaking initiative, a recent six-week national operation
has successfully located 200 missing children across the United
States, highlighting a significant victory against child
exploitation. Among the success stories, „Operation Dragon
Eye“ focused its efforts on the Tampa Bay area in Florida,
resulting in the recovery of 60 critically missing children. This
operation was spearheaded by the U.S. Marshals Service Middle
District of Florida, marking one of the most triumphant missions
in the agency’s history, according to U.S. Marshal William
Berger.

With the support of 20 different agencies, the operation has



shown the power of collaboration among federal, state, and local
authorities, alongside invaluable contributions from social
service entities and non-governmental organizations. Berger
described this joint effort as an essential move not only to
recover the missing youth but also to provide necessary services
and deter future exploitation. The children rescued ranged in
age from 9 to 17 and were found primarily in Hillsborough,
Pinellas, and Pasco counties.

A Closer Look at the Issue

The operation comes at a critical time when the need for
awareness around child trafficking is greater than ever. It’s hard
to ignore the grim statistics surrounding this issue. According to 
Our Rescue, approximately 49.6 million people are caught in
modern slavery, which includes around 12 million children.
Distressingly, all 50 states have reported cases of child sex
trafficking, with online predators estimated at a staggering
500,000 each day.

Traffickers exploit a range of vulnerabilities, including economic
hardship and a lack of social safety nets. Children, particularly
those with disabilities or who identify as LGBTQ+, are
significantly more susceptible to exploitation. The statistics
suggest that 1 in 3 children will face unwelcome sexual
interactions online before they turn 18, raising urgent questions
about online safety and parental awareness. The need for
support is echoed by the National Center for Missing &
Exploited Children (NCMEC), which offers resources for
families feeling overwhelmed and isolated in the wake of such
traumatic experiences.

The importance of education and outreach cannot be
overstated. NCMEC provides assistance through crisis
intervention, connecting affected families with counseling
services and resources to help them cope. Furthermore,
NCMEC’s „Team HOPE“ offers a network of support from
volunteers who have been through similar crises.

https://ourrescue.org/education/research-and-trends/human-trafficking-statistics
http://www.missingkids.org/gethelpnow/cybertipline
http://www.missingkids.org/gethelpnow/cybertipline


Looking Forward

As highlighted by Callahan Walsh from NCMEC, the collaboration
showcased in Operation Dragon Eye is a testament to what can
be achieved when various stakeholders unite against a common
foe—child trafficking. The operation forms part of a larger
historical timeframe; since the implementation of the Justice for
Victims of Trafficking Act in 2015, nearly 4,000 missing children
have been located by the Marshals Service.

Meanwhile, community awareness and proactive measures are
more crucial than ever. Parents, educators, and trusted adults
need to foster open dialogues about online safety and the risks
associated with social media. With statistics revealing that one-
third of children are exposed to inappropriate content online
before turning 13, the battle against child exploitation extends
beyond merely recovering missing youth—it’s about prevention
and empowerment.

The road ahead will require continued vigilance and effort from
all sectors of society. As we reflect on these developments, let’s
remember that every child deserves a safe and nurturing
environment, free from harm and exploitation.
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