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Florida Mourns: State Rep. Joe Casello,
73, Dies of Heart Attack

Florida Rep. Joe Casello, 73, dies of a heart attack, leaving
a legacy as a firefighter and public servant.

Boynton Beach, Florida, USA - In a somber turn of events,
Florida’s political landscape feels the loss of one of its own.
Representative Joe Casello, a beloved Democratic lawmaker,
passed away at the age of 73 due to a heart attack. His death
was confirmed by officials in the Florida House, highlighting the
profound impact he had in his short time on the state stage.
Casello died on Friday, surrounded by family and his girlfriend,
leaving a legacy rooted in community service and dedication.

Casello’s journey began far from the halls of the Florida Capitol.
Before entering politics, he dedicated three decades of his life as
a firefighter in Worcester, Massachusetts. This experience
shaped his character and connection to public service, allowing



him to emerge as a respected figure in his community. After
making Boynton Beach his home, Casello took on the role of city
commissioner before earning his seat in the Florida House of
Representatives in 2018, where he passionately represented the
interests of his constituents.

A Fond Farewell

The Florida House Democratic Caucus expressed deep gratitude
for the overwhelming support they received during this
challenging time. Rep. Christine Hunschofsky shared heartfelt
condolences while reminiscing about Casello’s infectious sense
of humor and positive demeanor. „He had a way of bringing joy
and laughter into every room,“ she noted, exemplifying the fond
memories many hold of him.

Casello was not one to rest on his laurels. He had plans to
challenge for a seat on the Palm Beach County Commission in
the upcoming 2026 elections, demonstrating his commitment to
continue serving the community he loved. His untimely
departure leaves a gap not only in the legislature but also in the
hearts of many who admired him.

The Fight Against Heart Disease

Heart disease, which claimed Casello’s life, remains a significant
health issue in Florida. Notably, this condition accounts for about
20% of deaths across the state. The numbers are sobering; data
from the Florida Department of Health reveals that in 2020,
5.2% of Florida adults experienced a heart attack, equating to
around 902,642 individuals affected. The prevalence of heart
disease can impact various communities disproportionately, with
11% of adults with disabilities reporting cardiovascular
conditions compared to just 4% of those without disabilities. This
alarming trend calls for increased awareness and proactive
health measures in our society.

As the state prepares for the inevitable legislative vacancy left



by Casello’s passing, Florida Governor Ron DeSantis is obliged
by law to call a special election to fill the seat. The coming days
will be punctuated by both private ceremonies in Massachusetts
and an anticipated public memorial service, where friends,
family, and constituents can gather to pay their respects and
share their memories of this remarkable man.

While the loss reverberates through the community, the legacy
of Joe Casello—a firefighter, city commissioner, and state
representative—will surely inspire future generations to serve
with the same passion and commitment. We extend our deepest
sympathies to all who knew him and strive to continue his work
in ensuring a healthier, more vibrant community.
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