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Grizzlies Eye Trade for Center Amid
Offseason Turmoil and Injuries

Explore the 2025 NBA offseason’s key developments,
including trade rumors, player signings, and team

strategies, with a focus on the Memphis Grizzlies and their
search for a center.

Parker, USA - The Memphis Grizzlies have kicked off their
offseason with unexpected challenges, particularly the absence
of their starting All-Rookie center due to injuries. As reported by 
Beale Street Bears, the team is grappling with this crucial
loss, given their recent selection of Zach Edey as the ninth
overall pick in the 2024 NBA Draft. His injury means the Grizzlies
must act quickly to shore up their frontcourt.

With current players like Brandon Clarke and John Konchar on
the roster, there’s a possibility for them to step in as makeshift
replacements. However, the team’s first choice remains
securing a dedicated center, particularly as Luke Kennard, who

https://bealestreetbears.com/grizzlies-should-target-obvious-zach-edey-replacement


is an impending free agent, could be vital in potential trade
discussions. One trade option suggested is dealing Kennard to
the Orlando Magic for center Goga Bitadze. Despite Bitadze’s
inconsistent performance in Orlando, where he averaged 7.2
points and 6.6 rebounds in just 20 minutes per game, his
physical presence would certainly add depth to the Grizzlies‘
lineup.

Strategic Moves and Trade Possibilities

The Grizzlies‘ ability to navigate this offseason will hinge
significantly on the status of Jaren Jackson Jr.’s contract. If he
agrees to a renegotiation and extension, the team could unlock
an $8.8 million room exception. This would enable them to swap
picks and possibly throw Konchar into the mix for Bitadze,
further sweetening the deal. The Magic find themselves in need
of shooting, having had the poorest three-point shooting
percentage in the league at 31.5%. This trade could potentially
benefit both teams—improving the Grizzlies’ inside game while
also offering the Magic an opportunity to boost their perimeter
offense.

The buzz around trades isn’t confined to Memphis. As free
agency looms, the landscape of the NBA is rife with speculation
and rumors. NBA.com outlines myriad moves across the
league, showcasing teams re-signing pivotal players and
entering into significant trades. The 2025 offseason, according
to Forbes, might witness blockbuster trades with teams
evaluating their options as they seek to reshape their rosters
ahead of the new season.

For instance, the Boston Celtics might consider moving players
such as Kristaps Porziņģis and Jrue Holiday in light of Jayson
Tatum’s injury. Meanwhile, the New Orleans Pelicans have
declared their willingness to trade any player on their roster, a
move that could open up a variety of opportunities for interested
teams. The Kings and Cavaliers are also poised to engage in
trade discussions, potentially revolving around key figures like
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Darius Garland and Domantas Sabonis.

Looking Ahead

For the Grizzlies, every decision made in the coming weeks will
be critical. Their path forward hinges on their ability to secure
key players who can balance their lineup and bolster their
chances of competing in the highly competitive Western
Conference. As training camps approach, the question remains:
Who will wear the Grizzlies’ colors in the coming season?

With all eyes on Memphis, this offseason promises to be
anything but dull. Whether it’s through trades or sign-and-trades
like those involving Kennard, the Grizzlies are against the clock
to solidify their roster for the upcoming campaign.
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