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Health Alert: Contaminated Waters
Force Swim Ban at Local Parks!

Health advisory issued for Carl Gray and Earl Gilbert Parks
in Parker, FL, due to high Enterococcus bacteria levels in

water.

Parker, Bay County, Florida, USA - Residents of Bay County
received a stern warning this week: a water quality health
advisory has been issued for Carl Gray Park in Panama City and
Earl Gilbert Park in Parker. This alert comes on the heels of
routine water tests conducted by the Florida Department of
Health (FDOH), revealing concerningly high levels of
Enterococcus bacteria in the water.

On June 26, 2025, the advisory made headlines as it became
apparent that many swimmers in both parks were not aware of
the potential health risks. For those who might not know,
Enterococcus bacteria can be a red flag, indicating the possible
presence of sewage in the water. Healthy individuals are at risk



of developing infections or rashes if they swim in contaminated
waters. The situation is especially fraught for young children, the
elderly, and those with compromised immune systems, who
have been strongly advised against swimming until further
notice.

Unseen Dangers

FDOH officials highlighted that after heavy rainfall, bacteria
levels can surge as rainwater washes into the Bay. Recent tests
have shown at least 71 or more units of Enterococcus per 100
milliliters of marine water at both parks, categorizing the quality
as poor—definitely not ideal for a dip. The alarming aspect of
this advisory is the lack of proper communication; neither the
electronic sign at Carl Gray Park nor the metal flip sign at Earl
Gilbert Park was effective, with Carl Gray displaying no advisory
at all and Earl Gilbert sharing inaccurate information.

As a precaution, experts have recommended residents keep a
close eye on any open cuts or wounds for signs of infection and
to consult their primary physician if they experience any illness.
FDOH plans to conduct another round of water tests next week
to determine whether the advisory can be lifted or will remain in
effect. However, there isn’t a clear timeline for when swimming
might be considered safe once again.

Bacterial Backstory

But why the concern over Enterococcus? It’s a type of bacteria
typically found in the intestines of humans and animals, and its
presence suggests potential fecal pollution. This can arise from
stormwater runoff, pets, wildlife, or even human sewage.
Florida, through its statewide water quality monitoring program,
frequently tests beaches for such contaminants due to the
potential health risks associated with high concentrations of
these bacteria. In fact, an advisory is issued if Enterococcus
exceeds 70 colony-forming units per 100 milliliters in two
consecutive samples, as is the case here.



According to Florida Health, water quality is routinely
monitored across the state to help protect both residents and
visitors. The monitoring system has evolved over the years, with
more counties joining the effort to keep Florida’s beaches safe.
The focus on Enterococcus began in 1998 with just a handful of
counties, growing to thirty through state legislation by 2000.

The broader context reveals just how critical it is to stay
informed about beach water quality. The FDOH regularly posts
results on county pages, allowing for a quick check before
planning a trip to the beach. In regions like Bay County, where
so many find joy in the water, these updates are essential for
ensuring safety and preventing health issues that can stem from
its pollution.

In conclusion, while the beaches may call out to us, it’s vital to
heed these health advisories and remain informed about the
water we enter. No one wants a fun day at the park to turn into
a health scare, so let’s keep our awareness high and our swims
safe.
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