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Port St. Joe Community Mourns Tragic
Loss in Late-Night Crash

An 86-year-old man from Port St. Joe died in a traffic crash
near Tyndall Air Force Base in Bay County on July 9, 2025.

U.S. 98 and Airey Avenue, Bay County, Florida, USA - On
the night of July 9, 2025, tragedy struck near Tyndall Air Force
Base when an 86-year-old man lost his life in a devastating
traffic incident. The accident occurred approximately at 10:30
p.m. at the intersection of U.S. 98 and Airey Avenue. The victim,
a resident of Port St. Joe, was traveling eastbound on U.S. 98
when he attempted to exit to Airey Avenue. In a shocking turn of
events, he struck a concrete island, continuing east before
colliding with an overpass. It was a scene that left many in the
community shaken as the Florida Highway Patrol (FHP) arrives to
manage the aftermath.

The man was found unresponsive at the crash site and was
subsequently rushed to Bay Ascension Sacred Heart Hospital,
where he was pronounced dead. Emergency responders from
Tyndall Air Force Base assisted at the scene, highlighting the
collaborative effort often seen in these unfortunate events. The
FHP is currently investigating the incident to understand the
contributing factors, a common procedure following such
incidents.

Traffic Alerts and Management

While the crash has raised concerns about road safety, it’s worth
noting that the Florida Highway Patrol has a robust system in
place for traffic incident management. The FHP updates its Live



Traffic Crash and Road Condition Report every five minutes,
offering real-time information to the public. However, incidents
occurring within city limits may not always show up on the map,
as FHP typically does not respond to every local incident. This
could mean that the absence of visible incidents might not
accurately reflect traffic conditions in certain areas.

For those interested in reviewing specific traffic reports, the FHP
allows users to filter reports by county or Troop, promoting
awareness and safety. However, it’s important to understand
that for privacy reasons, crash reports revealing personal
information are confidential and not disclosed publicly for 60
days after filing, as stipulated by Florida Statutes Section
316.066. Such measures are designed not only to protect
victims and their families but also to deter any fraudulent
insurance claims.

Broader Traffic Concerns

Looking at the broader context of traffic incidents and violations,
a myriad of factors influences road safety across Florida. Various
violation codes related to traffic and vehicle offenses exist,
ranging from those directly associated with crashes to driving
under the influence and equipment-related issues. For instance,
crash-related violations include scenarios where a citation is
issued or cases of hit and run. This emphasizes the complexity
of traffic law and the need for drivers to remain vigilant on the
road.

Every day on Florida’s roads sees countless drivers navigating
not only other vehicles but also the intricacies of traffic
regulations. As communities reflect on the recent loss, it serves
as a sobering reminder for all of us to foster safer driving
behaviors and stay informed about traffic laws to protect
ourselves and others.

Our thoughts are with the family and friends of the victim during
this tough time. As they grieve, let’s remember the importance



of safety and vigilance when we hit the road.

For a current overview of traffic incidents, visit the FHP Traffic
Incidents page. And to dive deeper into traffic violations,
check the Traffic Citation Report.
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