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Florida DEP Rejects Oil Drilling Permit,
Protecting Apalachicola River

Calhoun County faces environmental protection challenges
as the DEP denies Clearwater Land and Minerals&#039;

drilling permit near Apalachicola River.

Apalachicola, Florida, USA - The winds of change are blowing
through Calhoun County, following a crucial decision by the
Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) regarding
oil drilling in the floodplain of the Apalachicola River. In a
notable victory for environmental activism, the DEP has denied
an oil drilling permit application from Clearwater Land and
Minerals. This decision comes on the heels of considerable
community advocacy and legal pressure exerted by the
Apalachicola Riverkeeper, an organization committed to
protecting the ecological integrity of the river and its
surroundings. As WTXL reports, this ruling is a significant
milestone for the area’s environmental health and the well-being
of its residents.

https://www.wtxl.com/news/local-news/florida-dep-denies-drilling-permit-to-clearwater-land-and-minerals


The proposed drilling site, which aimed to tap into oil reserves,
raised alarms due to its location within a sensitive
environmental area. Court documents revealed a lackluster 30%
chance of successfully striking oil, a detail that only added to the
community’s concerns over potential ecological damage. In
2019, there was an approved permit for drilling in the same
vicinity by Cholla Petroleum, but plans failed to materialize. It
seems history has a way of repeating itself, yet the Apalachicola
Riverkeeper’s tireless efforts have turned the tide this time.

Community Action Drives Change

The grassroots movement known as the Kill the Drill Coalition
has emerged as a powerful voice against drilling in the region.
Comprised of local boat operators, fishing guides, and
environmental advocates, the coalition is deeply invested in
preserving the area’s natural resources. The impact of past oil
spills, notably the Deepwater Horizon disaster, continues to
resonate with communities along the Gulf Coast. Although
Apalachicola was not directly hit, the repercussions were felt
through a decline in tourism and fishing revenues, profoundly
affecting local livelihoods.

As highlighted by the National Wildlife Federation, the
community’s reliance on eco-tourism and fishing for sustenance
drives their resistance to drilling. Efforts to ban drilling near
Outstanding Florida Waterways and National Estuarine Research
Reserves have gained momentum, with signs promoting wildlife
protection popping up throughout the region. Local leaders,
alongside the Apalachicola Riverkeeper, have demonstrated
immense dedication to blocking permits for exploratory oil wells,
showcasing the strength of community organizing in
environmental protection efforts.

Legislation to Protect the Apalachicola

In line with this momentum, a pending bill known as the ‚Kill the
Drill‘ is set to be signed by Governor Ron DeSantis. This bill aims

https://blog.nwf.org/2025/05/in-win-for-florida-community-judge-says-no-permits-for-apalachicola-river-basin-oil-drilling/


to solidify protections against oil and gas drilling in areas
surrounding Apalachicola Bay and upstream. As Kill The Drill
FL emphasizes, a myriad of local businesses and organizations
are standing firmly against drilling, reflecting a broad coalition
that includes environmental and conservation organizations,
seafood businesses, outdoor services, and more. Collective
initiatives such as these serve to remind us that protecting our
environment is not just an isolated endeavor—it’s a community
effort.

The legal and legislative victories underscore the vital role that
local residents play in shaping the policy landscape. As this
community rallies for clean waters and healthy ecosystems, it
serves as a robust reminder that informed and organized
citizenry can tip the scales in favor of nature. With each step
forward, Calhoun County is not just protecting its environment
but ensuring that future generations can relish the charm and
bounty of the Apalachicola River basin.
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