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Florida Students&#039; Test Scores:
Mixed Results Across Local Counties!

Calhoun County leads local districts in 3rd-grade reading
proficiency, with 68% of students meeting grade-level

expectations in standardized tests.

Calhoun County, Florida, USA - The recent release of
Florida’s statewide standardized test scores has sparked
conversations across the education landscape. Students
participated in the Florida Assessment of Student Thinking
(F.A.S.T) exams, which are administered three times a year to
gauge proficiency in essential subjects like reading, writing, and
math. With these scores come critical implications for students,
particularly for our young 3rd graders, whose performance
directly influences their promotion prospects.

According to WJHG, just over half of the 3rd graders statewide,
around 57%, are reading at or above grade level. This statistic
showcases a broad picture of academic progress, but there’s
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more to the story when we dive into our local counties.

County Comparisons

Breaking it down further, counties across the region exhibit
varying results. In Bay County, 53% of 3rd graders reached the
mark of proficiency. Nearby, Calhoun County boasts an
impressive 68%, placing it among the highest in our local area.
Franklin County holds its own with 60%, while Gulf County trails
a bit with just 49%. Notably, Walton County mirrors Calhoun with
68%, proving that some areas are breaking through in these
challenging educational assessments.

County % of 3rd Graders at or Above
Grade Level

Bay County 53%
Calhoun County 68%
Franklin County 60%
Gulf County 49%
Holmes County 57%
Jackson County 61%
Liberty County 57%
Okaloosa County 59%
Walton County 68%
Washington County 59%

As Bay District School officials prepare for the release of school
and district grades later this month, the attention remains
focused on improving these results, especially against the
backdrop of statewide standards mandated by the Benchmarks
for Excellent Student Thinking (B.E.S.T.) standards outlined by
the Florida Department of Education.

Impact of Assessments

These assessments are crucial not only for academic
progression but also for establishing a foundation for future
success. The F.A.S.T. tests, which encompass various grades

https://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/best/


and subjects, are part of a broader accountability system
intended to monitor student achievement and ensure that
Florida’s students are adequately prepared for the demands of
higher education and the workforce.

The implications of these test scores extend to school funding
and accountability measures. Schools are graded on a scale
from A to F, which affects their operational budgets and
accessibility to further resources. A school’s letter grade, as
noted by GreatSchools, can determine eligibility for financial
support or even the opportunity for students to transfer to better-
performing institutions if they find themselves in a failing
academic environment.

With these ongoing evaluations, community discussions will
likely pivot toward how best to ensure our children receive the
support they need. It’s a collective effort: teachers, parents, and
local authorities coming together to uplift our students,
especially those at such critical junctures in their academic
journeys. The path may be winding, yet there’s a shared
commitment to fortifying our educational landscape for the
generations to come.
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