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Armed Standoff Shuts Down I-35:
Suspect in Custody After Chase!

An armed suspect led a police pursuit on I-35 in Clay
County, resulting in an afternoon standoff and road

closures.

I-35 near highway 291, Liberty, Missouri, USA - In a tense
situation that unfolded this past Friday afternoon, an armed
suspect was taken into custody following a standoff that led to a
major shutdown of Interstate 35 near Liberty, Missouri.
According to My News 13, this dramatic incident began just
before 3 p.m., when deputies from the Clay County Sheriff’s
Office attempted to stop a vehicle driven by an individual with a
felony warrant.

Initially, the driver fled south on Highway 69 and then merged
onto I-35. Deputies employed tire deflation devices, successfully
impacting the vehicle and causing it to briefly stop to let a
passenger exit. However, the suspect continued the flight, which

https://mynews13.com/fl/orlando/news/2025/06/27/i-35-kansas-city-armed-suspect-police-pursuit


only ended after a second deflation device was deployed and a
tactical vehicle intervention, often known as a PIT maneuver,
was utilized.

Police Response and Safety Measures

The situation grew more precarious when the armed driver
refused to exit the vehicle, prompting a heightened presence of
law enforcement, including the Special Tactics and Response
Team. The subsequent apprehension of the suspect ended the
standoff, and he was transported by ambulance for evaluation.
As a precautionary measure, authorities maintained the closure
of I-35 to ensure the safety of other drivers in the area.

As reported by Navbug, this incident is a stark reminder of the
dangers associated with police pursuits, especially those
involving armed suspects. The risks extend beyond the officers
involved; they pose threats to bystanders and the community at
large.

Perspectives on Police Pursuits

In light of this incident, discussions around police pursuits are
especially pertinent. A report from the Police Executive Research
Forum (PERF) outlines critical recommendations for law
enforcement engagements. According to the report, pursuits
should be initiated only under specific conditions, namely when
a violent crime has occurred or there’s a clear immediate threat
of another violent crime. As Police 1 highlights, the executive
director, Chuck Wexler, poignantly remarked, “You can get a
suspect another day, but you can’t get a life back.”

This approach echoes a broader concern in recent years.
Nationally, reports indicate a troubling trend in law enforcement
encounters where pursuits can lead to severe outcomes.
Between 2009 and 2013, for every hundred pursuits, there were
significant injuries, and the year 2020 reported the highest
number of fatal crashes linked to police pursuits since 2007.

https://www.navbug.com/article2120721624/interstate_35_shut_down_in_both_directions_in_liberty_area_due_standoff.htm
https://www.police1.com/suspect-pursuit/articles/perf-report-recommends-limiting-police-pursuits-to-violent-crimes-suspects-who-pose-imminent-threats-Am1uwNdLFpoXkIr1/


The report suggests agencies should prioritize human life in
their pursuit policies and take proactive steps to mitigate the
dangers involved. Policymakers are encouraged to assess the
appropriateness of pursuing dangerous suspects versus
pursuing alternative methods.

As we reflect on the Liberty standoff, it remains essential to
balance enforcement with public safety—an ongoing challenge
in modern policing.
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