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Florida’s Community Partnership
Schools: A Call for Increased Funding!

Explore how Community Partnership Schools in Clay
County, Florida, enhance student outcomes by addressing
essential needs and securing state funding for long-term
success.

Clay County, Florida, USA - In Florida, a growing movement
seeks to reinforce the educational landscape by diving deep into
community partnership schools. These innovative institutions
are designed not just to impart knowledge but to tackle the
logistical and emotional challenges that students face daily.
Leon Baxton, CEO of Communities in Schools Jacksonville,
reflects on how a New York after-school program significantly
guided his own journey, setting the tone for what these schools
aim to offer today. They’re focused on improving student
outcomes by addressing fundamental needs such as food,
clothing, and healthcare, which are all critically important in
supporting effective learning. As reported by Jacksonville.com,
the call for increased support emphasizes how community
partnership schools are vital in fostering dignity, belonging, and
removing barriers for students.

Take, for instance, a student at Wilkinson Junior High School who
faced the often daunting task of starting high school
underdressed and underprepared. Thanks to the school’s on-site
clothing boutique, this student found both new outfits and
hygiene products, sparking a profound boost in confidence. This
example highlights the school’s commitment to enhancing the
dignity and self-esteem of its students, an ethos that resonates
throughout the community partnership school model.


https://www.jacksonville.com/story/opinion/columns/guest/2025/07/09/florida-lawmakers-urged-to-deepen-investment-in-community-partnership-schools-opinion/84503680007/

Collaborative Success Stories

The collaboration between various entities is crucial for the
success of these initiatives. Each community partnership school
involves a school district, a healthcare provider, a university,
and a community nonprofit, creating a well-rounded support
system. In Northeast Florida alone, the model has made
significant strides in eight schools, including Ed White High
School in Jacksonville, which saw its graduation rate soar from
67% in 2015 to 96% in 2021. This kind of dramatic improvement
IS not an isolated incident; it reflects a greater trend. For
instance, Evans High School in Orlando has experienced a
graduation rate climb from 64% to 91% over the past decade,
showing that partnership breeds positive outcomes, as noted by
UCF News.

The growth of these schools can be attributed to a collaborative
effort involving teachers, community organizations, and health
providers—all coming together to create a nurturing academic
environment. Evans High, recognized as the first Community
Partnership School, is now one of 43 sites across Florida, all
striving towards similar goals of educational equity and student
support. In fact, last year alone, these initiatives provided more
than 292,000 hours of tutoring and significant health services,
an impressive feat that demonstrates their commitment to
student welfare.

Addressing Holistic Needs

What’s at stake here? These schools are not just about
attending classes—they’re about addressing the whole child.
Community Partnership Schools in Florida prioritize essential
services to tackle issues like hunger, health care access, and
unstable living situations, which are all alarming roadblocks that
obstruct educational advancement. With Orange Park High
School providing meals to 2,725 families, up from just 35
families in August 2022, it’s clear that the effort to care for the
broader community is yielding tangible benefits.


https://www.ucf.edu/news/state-funding-increase-to-drive-growth-in-community-partnership-schools/

Furthermore, a recent need for vision care was uncovered,
revealing that all 23 evaluated elementary students required
prescriptions. This emphasizes how integral health and wellness
are in fostering a productive educational environment. As
Baxton notes, the support these schools provide can mean the
difference between a dropout and a diploma, with students who
once saw no future now on the path to graduation and success,
even enlisting in the military.

A Call for Continued Investment

Despite the successes, the sustainability of these programs
hinges on securing adequate funding. The Florida Legislature’s
recent decision to boost funding for the Community Partnership
Schools grant program from $11 million to $20.1 million for 2024
iIs a step in the right direction. Yet, further investment is crucial
to capitalize on the promising outcomes already observed.
Baxton urges state legislators to recognize the measurable
returns seen in graduation rates, attendance, and community
cohesion when they allocate funds. The path forward involves
not just support but a commitment to transform how education
integrates with community resources, ensuring every student
has the chance to thrive—something research shows is
invaluable.

In conclusion, Florida’s community partnership schools are
setting a model for educational reform that other states could
emulate. By investing in these initiatives, we’re not only
improving academic performance but also nurturing healthier
families and stronger communities. There’s something to be said
for investing in education holistically, and future generations will
reap the benefits.
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