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North Florida&#039;s Smith Lake
Preserve Cleans Up for Wildlife Safety!
North Florida Land Trust&#039;s removal of submerged

fencing in Clay County&#039;s Smith Lake Preserve aims
to restore wildlife migration and improve safety.

Clay County, USA - The preservation of Florida’s natural
landscape hit a significant milestone recently, thanks to the
dedicated efforts of the North Florida Land Trust (NFLT). They
managed to remove 1.5 miles of submerged fencing in the
picturesque Smith Lake Preserve, a crucial part of the Ocala to
Osceola (O2O) Wildlife Corridor. This project, which aims to
restore ecological balance and enhance safety for lake users,
underscores the pressing need for cooperation between human
needs and wildlife conservation. As NFLT President and CEO
Allison DeFoor noted, this initiative was possible through
generous donations from caring community members like Faith
and Rick Hoffman and the Delores Barr Weaver Legacy Funds.



The Smith Lake Preserve, spanning 463 acres, has been a
cherished conservation area. However, the fencing was
originally installed in the early 2000s to manage livestock
grazing during times of drought when the lakebed was above
water. With water levels now normalized, that fencing became a
hidden danger—obstructing boaters and swimmers, as well as
disrupting aquatic life and their natural migration patterns. NFLT
took swift action, hiring North Florida Dock Service to tackle the
removal using modern equipment like mini-excavators and
floating barges. This removal not only improves conditions for
recreational activities but also revitalizes marine life in the
region.

The Importance of Habitat Corridors

The removal of this fencing ties closely to a vital concept in
wildlife management: habitat corridors. According to 
EcoLandscaping, these corridors serve as essential links
connecting fragmented ecosystems, allowing wildlife to navigate
their environments, find food, and seek mates. When human
activities create barriers—think of roads or
developments—wildlife struggles to move freely, which can
ultimately threaten their survival.

Habitat corridors come in various forms. Continuous corridors
offer uninterrupted stretches of habitat, crucial for sizeable
animals that require large territories. Stepping stone corridors
consist of smaller patches that make it easier for species to
traverse through developed landscapes. Linear corridors follow
natural features, supporting a diverse range of species. As
highlighted by Biology Insights, these managed pathways
maintain genetic diversity by facilitating gene flow, which is vital
for adapting to changing environments. This manner of thinking
ought to be integrated into community planning, especially as
areas like the Smith Lake Preserve show how conservation
efforts can harmonize with recreational activities.

Benefits of Collaboration between Humans

https://www.ecolandscaping.org/04/landscaping-for-wildlife/corridor-ecology-linking-landscapes-for-wildlife-conservation/
https://biologyinsights.com/the-role-of-habitat-corridors-in-wildlife-conservation/


and Wildlife

The NFLT’s recent project at Smith Lake not only addresses
safety and ecological integrity but also reflects a broader
movement towards fostering coexistence with nature. Recent
studies, such as those noted by EcoLandscaping, suggest that
well-established wildlife corridors can provide numerous
benefits—from improved water quality to enhanced agricultural
productivity through natural pollinators and pest control.

As the population around Smith Lake grows and develops,
understanding and applying the principles of corridor ecology
can pave the way for a balanced approach. We can build
infrastructure that supports economic growth while
simultaneously restoring migratory paths for wildlife.
Community participation and education become vital in
implementing these strategies effectively. This harmony
between human endeavors and nature’s needs could well define
our future landscape.

Florida’s commitment to preserving its unique environments,
such as the Smith Lake Preserve, is a testament to the potential
for positive change. With community support and a clear vision,
initiatives like the eradication of submerged fencing can
thrive—reminding us that every bit of effort counts in this vital
endeavor of wildlife conservation.
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