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Sam Garrison Secures Over $54M for
Clay County&#039;s Future Success!

Clay County secures over $55M in state budget for public
safety, education, and infrastructure enhancements. Rep.

Sam Garrison leads initiatives.

Clay County, Florida, USA - Clay County is on the receiving
end of a significant financial boost thanks to local legislative
efforts led by Republican representative Sam Garrison. As he
gears up for his role as Speaker-designate in 2026, Garrison has
been instrumental in securing crucial funding for a host of
projects that promise to bolster public safety, education, and
community infrastructure. His collaboration with Clay County
legislative delegation members, including Sen. Jennifer Bradley
and Rep. Judson Sapp, has resulted in nearly $54 million from
the recently passed state budget, which Governor Ron DeSantis
signed into law for Fiscal Year 2025-2026.

Among the wonders that this funding will create is the Clay
County Public Safety Complex. Garrison successfully procured
$2 million for the first stage of construction, which aims to
enhance disaster response capabilities in the region. This
complex will serve as a central hub for emergency response
equipment and public safety administration training, operating
in close coordination with Camp Blanding, NAS JAX, and other
partners. In a region frequently impacted by natural disasters,
there’s something to be said for preparing well in advance.

Essential Infrastructure Improvements

Further addressing urgent infrastructure needs, Garrison has



allocated $2.5 million for improvements on the CR 217 Bridge,
deemed „poor“ by the Federal Highway Administration. This
bridge is part of an essential evacuation route identified by the
Clay County Emergency Management Division, making these
improvements not just a matter of convenience but a vital public
safety necessity.

SCHOOL READINESS SERVICES

In terms of education, Garrison’s efforts saw $7.7 million
directed toward school readiness services and $4.7 million for
voluntary prekindergarten programs. Education has always been
a top priority, and with the highest-ever per-student investment
in K-12 public education at $9,130, families in Clay County stand
to benefit significantly from these allocations.

In addition to educational funding, local parks, including the
Moccasin Slough Scenic Trail and the Green Cove Springs St.
Johns River Trail, received support to help spur economic
development and tourism. With this comprehensive financing
approach, Garrison is ensuring that the community’s quality of
life is prioritized alongside essential services.

A Broader Perspective

The budget approved by Governor DeSantis totals a whopping
$117.4 billion, including $15.9 billion specifically for K-12
education. This budget reflects a commitment to fiscal
responsibility, with a reduction in state spending for the
consecutive year and substantial contributions to the state’s
reserves. The ‚Rainy Day Funds‘ have reached a record-high of
$4.9 billion under DeSantis’s governance, revealing a proactive
stance towards fiscal health in Florida.

In a commendable effort to fuel economic recovery, the state is
also including $2 billion in tax relief targeted towards families
and businesses, with a focus on permanently repealing the
business rent tax—a measure many local entrepreneurs have



long awaited. With over $10 million set aside for workforce
education programs, a critical investment for the future of Clay
County and its residents, Garrison’s initiatives align well with
broader state goals.

As Clay County reaps the benefits of state funding, the
partnerships and groundwork laid by Garrison and his colleagues
will undoubtedly serve as a catalyst for growth and
improvement across several sectors. With critical projects
underway, the foundations are being laid for a thriving and
resilient community.

For additional details on Clay County’s budget allocations and
Garrison’s efforts, readers can explore the complete budget
breakdown at Clay Today, as well as the overall Florida budget
signed by Governor DeSantis at Florida Government.

It’s clear that Clay County is making strides toward a brighter
future, and with leaders like Sam Garrison at the helm,
community members can look forward to safer schools and
improved infrastructure—because when it comes to local
governance, having a good hand really counts!
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