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Luke Loucks Takes the Helm: Florida
State’s New Era Begins!

Luke Loucks becomes the new head coach of Florida State
men&#039;s basketball after Leonard Hamilton&#039;s

retirement, effective 2025-26.

Lake City, Florida, USA - In an exciting turn of events for
Florida State University basketball, Luke Loucks has been named
the new head coach, taking over from the legendary Leonard
Hamilton. This announcement comes as Hamilton steps down
after a monumental coaching career that solidified his place in
the school’s history as its winningest coach. Hamilton, who has
accumulated a staggering 33 years as a collegiate head coach,
reflects on his journey and the legacy he leaves behind.

Luke Loucks, a former Seminole point guard, initially had his
sights set on the NBA, where he had been making considerable
strides as an assistant coach with the Sacramento Kings.
Nevertheless, the news of Hamilton’s retirement prompted



Loucks to reconsider his career trajectory. „It became clear that
this opportunity was something I needed to explore,“ he
remarked. Loucks evaluated not just his passion for basketball
but also his family ties to Florida, a significant factor that
weighed into their decision to return to the college scene.
Loucks‘ wife, a former swimmer at Florida State, and their
families residing in Florida made the pull towards Tallahassee all
the stronger.

Legacy of Leonard Hamilton

Hamilton’s nearly six-decade coaching career is nothing short of
inspirational. He began his journey in 1971 at Austin Peay,
where he quickly climbed the ranks. His hard work and
commitment to player development set a standard that Loucks
aims to carry forward. Under Hamilton, Florida State made eight
NCAA tournament appearances and reached its highest ranking
in history, finishing fourth in 2020. Furthermore, Hamilton
emphasizes his dedication to player graduation, noting that in
his 23 years at Florida State, only one player has failed to
graduate.

As Loucks takes the reins, he attributes his foundational
experiences to Hamilton, who coached him during a
transformative time from 2009 to 2012, leading to FSU’s first
ACC Championship. „Drawing from my time as a player, I feel
ready and excited to mentor young athletes,“ Loucks stated,
highlighting his commitment to cultivating a supportive
coaching staff and focusing on player development. His track
record in the NBA has equipped him with unique insights and
skills for fostering talent at Florida State.

Looking Ahead

With Loucks now at the helm, the Seminoles look forward to a
new chapter. FSU Vice President and Athletic Director Michael
Alford officially announced Loucks‘ appointment on March 9,
expressing confidence in his ability to lead the team towards



future successes. Loucks’ experience includes working with the
Golden State Warriors and contributing to the Nigerian National
team during the 2020 Tokyo Olympics, where they famously
defeated Team USA, showcasing his knack for bringing out the
best in players.

Football fans and sports enthusiasts alike can feel the
anticipation in the air as the Seminoles prepare for the
upcoming season. „Returning home to Florida State feels
fulfilling on so many levels,“ Loucks added, as he embraces the
lifestyle shift from the professional ranks to college basketball,
particularly the more substantial time he can spend with his
children.

As the team gears up for its first ACC tournament opener
against Syracuse, all eyes will be on Loucks and how he shapes
the future of FSU basketball in the wake of Hamilton’s towering
legacy. With a personal commitment to success and a heartfelt
connection to the university, Loucks‘ journey is just beginning,
and it promises to be a thrilling ride for everyone involved.
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