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Edward Waters University: The Fastest
Rising HBCU in America!

Edward Waters University in Jacksonville, FL, celebrates
growth with record enrollment and new programs, marking

a transformative era.

Jacksonville, Florida, USA - Edward Waters University (EWU),
tucked away in Jacksonville, Florida, is experiencing a
remarkable renaissance as it approaches its 160th anniversary.
Once a lesser-known institution, it has now emerged as a
beacon of change among Historically Black Colleges and
Universities (HBCUs). Dr. A. Zachary Faison Jr., who took the
reins as president in July 2018, has been a pivotal force in this
transformation. Under his leadership, EWC transitioned from a
tuition-dependent liberal arts college into a nationally
recognized university, leading to robust enrollment growth and a
wider array of academic offerings.

Enrollment figures speak for themselves. Since 2018, EWU’s



student body has swelled from approximately 880 to nearly
1,200—a whopping growth of over 30%. For Fall 2025, the
university has received over 11,500 applications, its highest
number ever. Such enthusiasm from prospective students is
notable in a broader academic context, where institutions face
varying trends. The retention rate at EWU currently stands at
81.79%, an improvement over the previous year, symbolizing
strong student satisfaction and engagement HBCU Gameday
reports.

Significant Academic Expansion

EWU’s growth isn’t just in numbers; it’s also in substance. After
becoming Edward Waters University on July 1, 2021, the
university expanded its academic mission by rolling out new
undergraduate programs such as Forensic Science, Public
Health, and Computer & Information Science. The inclusion of
four 100% online graduate programs—covering areas from an
MBA to Cybersecurity—has also broadened its appeal. This
academic diversification aligns with current educational trends
where flexibility and relevance are key factors for students
seeking higher education.

Competition is tough in the educational landscape, particularly
for HBCUs, historically positioned as vital institutions for Black
Americans over the last century and a half. According to HBCU
Buzz, the number of HBCUs in the U.S. has remained steady,
but enrollment patterns have seen significant shifts, with overall
numbers declining in a sea of rising educational options.
Nonetheless, Edward Waters is bucking that trend with an
increase in interest and enrollment.

Athletics and Community Engagement

Sports have also taken center stage at EWU. The university
expanded its athletic offerings from eight to sixteen NCAA-
sponsored programs and recently joined the Southern
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference (SIAC) after being granted
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NCAA Division II membership in July 2024. This transition is key
as it opens doors for EWU to compete at a higher level,
engaging both current students and alumni alike.

Plans for community engagement through athletics are evident
in events like the upcoming Unity Classic, set for September 13
against Virginia Union University. Such initiatives not only
enhance school spirit but also encourage local involvement,
bridging the gap between the university and the community.

Financial Health and Future Prospects

With strong fundraising efforts leading to multi-million-dollar
investments and an expanding endowment, EWU is positioning
itself for long-term success. The Board of Trustees, recognizing
Dr. Faison’s impactful leadership, extended his contract through
2032, underscoring a commitment to sustained growth and
innovation. As the landscape for HBCUs continues to evolve with
demographic changes and financial challenges, Edward Waters
stands out as a symbol of possibility and progress Clutch
Points acknowledges.

As Edward Waters takes these bold strides, one can’t help but
wonder if it truly is the fastest rising private HBCU in America.
Given its trajectory and commitment to quality education,
vibrant community engagement, and enhanced athletic
programs, there’s certainly something to be said for its future.
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