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Jacksonville Invests $130 Million in
Transformational UF Graduate Campus

Jacksonville&#039;s City Council endorses $130M
investment for a University of Florida graduate campus in

LaVilla, boosting local economic growth.

LaVilla, Jacksonville, FL, USA - A major stride towards
educational advancement has taken place in Jacksonville as the
City Council has green-lighted an ambitious project to establish
a graduate center for the University of Florida (UF). With the
unanimous approval of legislation, the council has not only
allocated property but also channeled a whopping $105 million
from Duval County taxpayer funds into this venture. The time is
ripe for transformation in our community, and this project stands
to revitalize downtown Jacksonville.

The recent decisions pave the way for UF to take possession of
five key properties, including the former Interline Brands Inc.
site, which boasts 2.85 acres of valuable real estate. Other



parcels include a vacant 2.36-acre area next door, and the
historic Jacksonville Terminal train station, adding depth to the
potential of this new campus. What’s noteworthy is that the total
investment dedicated to this initiative now tips the scales at
around $130 million, with $245 million secured from state
funding and private donations, as reported by ASUMag.

Impact and Expectations

What’s on the horizon for this graduate center? The Jacksonville
campus will provide an array of programs, including cutting-
edge fields such as artificial intelligence in medicine and
engineering. Classes are primed to commence as early as this
fall, with constructions kicking off shortly thereafter. As
highlighted by JaxToday, the establishment of the Florida
Semiconductor Institute within two years showcases the
project’s commitment to blending education with vital industry
sectors.

This enterprise isn’t just a benefit for students. It holds the
promise of invigorating the local economy by generating
approximately 250 permanent jobs, alongside 4,000
construction roles during its early phases. Not to mention, the
prospect of drawing 685 students initially, with ambitions of
swelling that number to 1,500 by 2030, demonstrates UF’s
vision and community engagement potential.

Community and Cultural Considerations

The collaboration between UF and the Jacksonville City Council
signifies not only a financial boost but also an effort to foster
connection with the local populace. Community advocates have
highlighted the importance of blending new developments with
cultural legacies. Council member Ju’Coby Pittman has
encouraged UF to consider budgeting for local missions and to
actively engage with community groups, ensuring that the
growth includes societal well-being. The aim is clear: a balance
must be struck between progress and preserving the historical

https://www.asumag.com/planning-design/article/55299807/jacksonville-city-council-provides-land-and-funding-for-university-of-florida-graduate-school-campus
https://jaxtoday.org/2025/06/12/jacksonvilles-130-million-investment-in-ufs-graduate-campus-advances/


heartbeat of LaVilla.

Moreover, plans are also in motion for a new design competition
for the campus’s first building—a chance to bring innovative
ideas to life, backed by Rieth Jones Advisors. The establishment
of the campus, as echoed by UF Board of Trustees chair Mori
Hosseini, is integral to economic growth and creating a skilled
workforce, essential for aligning with the advancements in
technology that Jacksonville strives to embrace. UF’s project is
not merely an educational thrust; it’s a vital part of shaping our
region for the future.

As Jacksonville stands on the cusp of a new chapter, the support
for this initiative can only be described as a collective triumph.
With funding secured and plans taking flight, there’s no
mistaking: a transformative era awaits, not only for students and
academics alike but for the entire community. The words of
Mayor Donna Deegan resonate, as they highlight the
significance of workforce development in sync with Jacksonville’s
expanding economy. With such momentum, our city is truly set
to rise.
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