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Jacksonville&#039;s $1 Billion Jail Plans
Spark Community Debate and Concerns

Learn about Duval County&#039;s plans for a new $1
billion jail, community concerns, and improvements in
inmate healthcare services.

Jacksonville, Duval County, Florida, United States - As
discussions about the construction of a new Duval County jail
take center stage at Jacksonville City Hall, many community
members have strong opinions about what this facility should
entail. City Council members Michael Boylan and Will Lahnen are
leading the charge, having recently hosted a public meeting to
shed light on the estimated $1 billion project. Both council
members, along with representatives from the Jacksonville
Sheriff’s Office and Mayor Donna Deegan’s Office, have stressed
the urgent need for a modern facility that reflects contemporary
needs in incarceration and detention practices. Indeed, as
News4JAX reports, the need for a jail that can address mental
health challenges and rehabilitation is becoming increasingly


https://www.news4jax.com/news/local/2025/06/06/we-dont-have-a-facility-that-addresses-those-needs-talks-over-new-jail-ramp-up-at-jacksonville-city-hall/

critical.

The meeting also featured an extensive 40-page report
compiled by Boylan, which outlined the pressing conditions at
the current jail. Residents expressed concern over potential sites
for the new facility, particularly an unsolicited proposal
suggesting a Northside location near the Montgomery
Correctional Center. Local advocate Fatina Hathcock firmly
believes that Jacksonville should explore alternative
development projects downtown, rather than investing in a new
jail. This sentiment reveals a broader tension in the community
surrounding incarceration and its impacts.

Addressing Health and Safety Concerns

Compounding the discussion around the new jail is the local
correctional system'’s struggle to provide adequate medical
care. The Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office (JSO) has made notable
strides in bolstering inmate health care following intense
scrutiny over inmate deaths and unsatisfactory conditions. As
highlighted by Jax Trib, a contract with NaphCare has led to a
significant improvement in medical staffing and care quality. In
fact, the JSO has added 14 new medical staff members,
enhancing service delivery and contributing to a 50% reduction
in jail deaths following previous troubling statistics.

This newfound focus on health services is particularly relevant,
given that health disparities within correctional populations can
be staggering. A staggering 90% of detainees suffer from drug
dependence, as noted by research from Issues.org. Mental
health challenges are prevalent too, affecting over half of
inmates, compared to only about 10% of the general public. It’s
a stark reminder that the intersection of incarceration and
health is complex and fraught with challenges that local leaders
must navigate thoughtfully.

Looking to the Future


https://jaxtrib.org/2025/02/24/jso-adds-additional-medical-stuff-to-duval-jail-bolstering-care-to-inmates/
https://issues.org/correctional-health-care-community-health-prisons-jails/

It’s clear that Jacksonville stands at a crossroads with the
proposed jail project. With so many voices weighing in on the
iIssue, the city must balance immediate safety and rehabilitation
needs with long-term community aspirations. Notably, Boylan
emphasized that any new facility must provide mental health
services on-site, a vital step toward reducing recidivism rates
and promoting successful re-entry into society. The aim is to
create a system that not only houses individuals but facilitates
their rehabilitation.

As it stands, Jacksonville’s approach to public safety and health
care in the correctional system is evolving rapidly. Leaders are
being called upon to make choices that could positively impact
not just the jail, but the broader community. Indeed, as
discussions about the new jail gather momentum, it’s worth
contemplating how public pressure and community advocacy
can shape a future that prioritizes health, safety, and
rehabilitation.
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